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His G race the Duke of RICHMOND, | 
The Right Hon. the Earl of CHATHAM, 


The Right Hon. the Earl of SHELBURNE, 


An | ; 


* 


The Right Hon. the Lord LYTTELTON, 


In grateful acknowledgment of the Reaſon, 


Eloquence, Learning, and Piety diſplayed by 


them in Support of the DissExTERSbBIII, the 
following Publication is humbly inſcribed, by 
Their moſt obliged, 
moſt obedient, and 


Moſt devoted Servant, 


ER ANDREW KIPPIS. 
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| Advertiſement to the Firſt Edition. 


IOUGH the; author had the honour of” 


ment, this performance has not been drawn up 


under the ſanction of the Committee; and, to 
prevent their being, in the leaſt degree, anſwer- 
able for its faults, it has not been communi- 
cated, previous to its publication, to a ſingle 5 


member of that body. If, therefore, in any in- 
ſtance, the writer has expreſſed himſelf impro- 


perly, or afforded juſt ground of offence, he 


hopes that nothing of this kind will be convert - 


ed to the prejudice of a cauſe which he intends 


to ſerve. He takes the liberty of adding, that 
he thinks he hath a full right of vindicating his 
brethren who concur with him in ſentiment, 
upon ſuch principles as appear to him to be im- 
portant, though they ſhould not be exactly the 
ſame principles on which other Diſſenting Mini- 
fters may proceed, who are equally well-wiſhers 
to the deſign of removing the Subſcription re- 


gquired by the Toleration Act, and of obtaining 


Neher for Tutors and School-maſters. 


4 Advers | 


being one of the Committee appointed for 
conducting the late Application to Parlia - 


„„ PP SSN 


0 - 


HIS Edition contains a number of corree- 
tions, with regard to. ſtile and compoſi- 
tion, in the making of which the author has 
been greatly aſſiſted by the remarks of a judi- 
cious and learned friend *, who hath taken the 
trouble of examining his performance. with a 


£ 


moſt kind and critical attention. That friend, he. 


is ſure, will readily forgive him, that he has not al- 
ways ſubmitted to his opinion. The additions, one 
or two inftances excepted, the propriety of which 
was ſuggeſted by others, are the reſult of the 
author's own farther thoughts upon the ſubject, 
and are ſuch only as ſerve to complete the argu- 
ment here intended. He could gladly have en- 
tered more particularly into ſome general queſ- 
tions, if the enlarging upon them would have 


com ported with his immediate purpoſe, or have 


been conſiſtent with the moderation deſigned to 


be preſerved, in reſpect to the length of the 


preſent work. It is a pleaſure to him, to find 
that the diſcuſſion of theſe queſtions hath been 


undertaken by abler writers. He does not 


mean, however, to preclude himſelf from ap- 
pearing again in the controverſy, ſhould any 


thing material be alleged againſt him, or any 


ſentiments occur to him, which he deems wor- 
thy of the public inſpection. But it has always 


N The Rev. Mr. Emans of Nottingham. 


been 


Advertiſement to the Second Edition. 
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vii ADVERTISEMENT. 


been his reſolution, never to be drawn into in- 
ſignificant or verbal altercations, or to engage 


in a conteſt with an ignoble adverfary, __ 
If any paſſages, which are the ſubject of ſome 


late ſtrictures, ſhould appear to be altered in the 


preſent edition, the author begs leave to' ob- 


ſerve, that not a ſingle alteration hath ariſen 
from thoſe ſtrictures, and that every correction 


but one was ſent to the preſs before he had 
ſeen them. He knows that it is the part of 
wiſdom, in literary as well as in common life, 
to derive inſtruction from an enemy. But in 
the caſe referred to, he neither did nor 1 re- 
ceive any enen 5 


ys, 
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Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters, 


expediency, and utility of requir- 

ing an aſſent or ſubſcription to hu- 
man articles of religion hath been, for near 
ſixty years, the frequent matter of debate 
in this country. It was largely confider- 
ed in the celebrated controverſy, occa- 
ſioned by biſhop Hoadly's ſermon on the 


HE queſtion concerning the right, : 


kingdom of Chriſt ; was vigorouſly taken 
up and purſued in the great difference 


which aroſe among the Diſſenters, in 
1719, and hath often been revived in 
the diſputes between the nonconformiſte 


and 
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VV 
and the clergy of the eſtabliſhed church, 
Butit hath never, perhaps, been more clear- 
ly or copiouſly diſcuſſed, than from the 
publication of the Confeſſional to the pre- 
ſent time. The ſubje& ſeems, indeed, to 
be almoſt exhauſted in that maſterly and 
celebrated performance; ſo that many - 
perſons may be diſpoſed to think, that 
nothing farther needs to be written or read 
upon the queſtion. It muſt, bowever, 
be acknowledged, that ſubſequent pro- 
ductions have been of no little ſervice. 
# 2 They have tended ſtill more to elucidate 
the matter, to ſpread the knowledge of it 
wider, and to expoſe the futility of all 
the arguments which have been urged for 
human teſts of faith and orthodoxy. Ever 
the writings in favour of ſubſcription have, 
upon the whole, contributed to promote 
the contrary cauſe ; for the authors of 
moſt of them have been ſo weak in their 
reaſonings, that, in fact, they have af- 
forded occaſion of trium Nb to their adver- 
faries. 
It ſeems to have been amply ſhewn, 


in the courſe of the controverſy, that no 
| 5 Chri- 


— 


( 4 


Chriſtian ſociety can have a right to im- 


doſe articles of human compoſition on 
any of its members; becauſe ſuch a 
right is contrary to the authority of our 
Saviour, as the lord and law-giver of 
his church; and becauſe it is equally 
contrary to the principles upon which 
Proteſtantiſm can alone be defended, 
which are the liberty of private judg- 


ment, 'and the ſufficiency of Scripture. 
Could it even be proved, which it never 


can, that ſuch a power might be exer- 
eiſed without violating the precepts of 


the Goſpel, or ſubverting the grounds of 


the Reformation from Popery ; ſtill the 
utility of fubſcriptions hath juſtly been 
called in queſtion : nay, it hath been 
evinced that they have been hurtful in the 
higheſt degree. that they have been pro- 
ductive of endleſs debates, animoſitieg, 


and diviſions; have been one chief cauſe 


of the infidelity which prevails among the 
great, in almoſt every Chriſtian country; 
and, indeed, have occaſioned ſuch a mul- 
titude of evils and miſeries, as cannot be 


reflected upon without deeply regretting 
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that mankind have not long ago been 
ſenſible of their pernicious aden, ten- 
dency, and effects. | 
Independent of theſe es. 
relative to human impoſitions and teſts | 
of orthodoxy in general, many of the 
eſtabliſhed clergy labour under difficulties, 
with regard, to the Thirty-nine Articles 
in particular. While they continue ob- 
liged to ſubſcribe theſe articles, it muſt 
be impoſſible for them to vindicate the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation, or to conduct their 
religious enquiries, with the freedom and 
advantage which are neceſſary to maintain 
and ſupport the cauſe of truth. When 
they engage with the enemies of, revela- 
tion, they cannot defend the Goſpel on its 
proper footing, becauſe of their being em- 


barraſſed by doctrines which they may not 


believe to exiſt in the New Teſtament. 
This i is certainly a great diſadvantage to 
them in their controverſies with infidels, 
who never ſcruple to avail themſelves of 
it. Ingeed, the grand triumph of infi- 
delity appears to me to ariſe from charg- 
irg certain abſurdities on the religion of 
Coo Lib 0 8 : Jeſus, 


345 


Jeſus, which are by no means | to be found 


there; but this the clergy cannot clearly 
and fully prove, ſo long as they are ham- 


pered with teſts of human compoſition, 


The ſame cauſe muſt be no ſmall em- 
barraſſment to them, in their diſputes 


with the Papiſts, and in their defence of 


the Proteſtant Reformation. It is true, that 
ſeveral of the errors, impoſitions, and cor- 
ruptigns of Popery, are condemned in 


the Articles; but then the authority 


which ſupports theſe corruptions is too 
much favoured by the power arrogated 
to the church in the Twentieth Article. 
The pretenſion to ſuch a power, and the 


actual exerciſe of it, can never be main 


tained but upon principles ſubverſive of 
genuine Proteſtantiſm. Until, therefore, 
theſe principles be renounced, the mini- 


ſters of the eſtabliſhment will often ap- 
pear weak and inconſiſtent adverſaries to 


the church of Rome. fy 
Another difficulty, under which many 
of the clergy are laid by their ſubſcrips 
tion to the Thirty-nine Articles, ariſes 
from the Calviniſtical part of the Me- 
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thodiſts. It is well known bow much 
the Methodiſts of this kind triumph in 
the Articles, as being deciſive in their 
fayour ; and can it be truly ſaid, that they 
do not triumph with reaſon? I am not 
inſenſible what learned pains have been 
taken to give the Articles in queſtion a 
more liberal explication, ſo as to render 
them conſiſtent with the doctrines of 
5 Arminius; but, in ſuch a cauſe as this, 
the moſt able and celebrated writers muſt 
ever bow to a Toplady and a Bowman *. It 
ſeems to be an infatuation that hath ſeized 
numbers of the clergy, who are undoubt- 
edly Arminians, that they ſhould be ſo zea- 
| Jous for a ſubſcription to Articles which 
cannot be reconciled with their own ſen» 
timents. So long as this infatuation. ſub- 
fiſts, and ſubſcription, i in its preſent form, 
maintains its ground, the Methodiſts 
mult increaſe. :;; Senſible of their advan» 
tage, they are of all the men the moſt viru - 
ent enemies to the ſcheme- of the peti- 
bs 09G clergy, as 8 be ſeen i in the pre- 


. 377 4 > 


3 .. Tos 83 ho have lately, orten in defence 
- the n ſenſe of che Acces | 


face 
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1 | 
face and notes to a late publication - of Mrs 
Martin Madan' = | 
As theſe, and all the other objectiont 

which may be made againſt | ſubſcription to 
human teſts of religion in general, and | 
to the Thirty-nine Articles in particular, 
have been ſo fully diſcuſſed in this inquiſi- 
tive age, and ſo often preſented t to the con- 
| fideration of ingenuous and thoughtful 
minds, it cannot be deemed ſurpriſing that 
they have had ſome influence i in changing 
the ſentiments of men; that the force of 
them hath been felt by many of the eſta» 
bliſhed clergy themſelves, and that it con- 
tinues to be felt more and more every day, 
There are numbers, no doubt, who ſigh 
for a reformation in ſecret; while others 
have, i in various forms, publicly expreſſed 
their wiſhes on this head. A ſelect few 
have gone farther, and have diſplayed 
their integrity and fortitude in making 
an actual attempt, dy petition to parlia- 
ment, to obtain relief in the matter of 
fubſcription. 4 {hall not. enter into the 


r 
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(Sh: 
hiftory of the conduct or the fate of the 
petition. It i is well known, that the ad- 
miſſion of it was rejected by a large 
majority of the Houſe of Commons; and 
this will not appear extraordinary to thoſe 
who refle& upon the variety of circum- 
ſtances which concurred to prevent ie 
1 5 obtaining a favourable reception. 

The affair of ſubſcription to bemen 
doctrines, though ſo much agitated of 
late years, is far from being univer- 
ſally or thoroughly underſtood. This 
ſeems to be the caſe with regard to a con- 
ſiderable part of the clergy themſelves, 
uvho probably ſubmit to the terms of mi- 
niſterial conformity impoſed upon them 
as a thing of courſe, without having 
entertained the leaſt doubt concerning 
the juſtice and wiſdom of demanding 
ſuch terms, or made the leaſt enquiry 
into the competence of the authority by 
which they are preſcribed. Much leſs 
then can it be expected, that the laity 
in general ſhould have paid attention to 
matters of this nature. Engaged i in their 
5 bulineſs, their pleaſureh, their political 

195 ſchemes 


(9) a 
ſchemes and purſuits, the greater part of 
the members of Parliament did proba- 
bly think that religious concerns ought 
to be left to thoſe who, by their pro- 
feſſion, are believed to be beſt acquaint» 
ed with them, and therefore were not 
diſpoſed to countenance a deſign which 
was ſupported. by ſo few of the cle- 
rical order. The ſmall number of the 
petitioners muſt certainly have been very 
prejudicial to their cauſe., This would 
have no little influence on the conduct 
of ſeveral of the clergy, who ſecretly 
wiſhed well to the ſcheme; would blaſt 
its reputation with thoſe who had a diſ- 
like to it; and would prevent the gene- 
rality of the laity from treating it wich ; 
any regard. 

That it wok its riſe from perſons of no 
great rank in the church muſt, likewiſe, 
have been hurtful to it in the higheſt 
degree. In fact, it was ſo far from origi- 
nating with, that it was oppoſed by the 
dignified clergy, and particularly by al- 
moſt the whole bench of biſhops, who, on 
account of their character and ſtation, are 
VuR expected 


5 6 BS 
©) expoted. to take the lead in what! imme- | 
_ diately relates to eccleſiaſtical matters. It 
is probable that their lordſhips were not 
influenced ſolely by diſguſt at the peti- 
tioners mode of proceeding, or by the 
general averſion * ae. be thought to 
| have to ſchemes of feformation, as not 
knowing where ſuch ſchemes may end, 
but might imagine that too much was 
afked ; that the preciſe difficulties laboured 
under ought to. have been ſtated; or that 
the articles complained of ſhould have 
been ſpecified, and not the entire abolition 
of ſubſcription demanded. Sublcription.to 
ſome teſt they might conſider as a fence. 
abſolutely neceſſary to the exiſtence and 
ſecurity of religious eſtabliſhments, or ſo 
important, at leaſt, that it could not be 
wholly removed without danger. 
But what had a great effect on many 
indobers of the legiſlative body was the 
particular idea they have formed con- 
cerning the nature of a national eſtabliſh- 
ment. The public mode of religion they 
do not conſider in a ſpiritual view, as 
what is ſolely to be directed by the laws 
of 


„ 


of Chriſt and of his Goſpel, 3 as a cer- 


tain ſyſtem of doctrine and worſhip, 1 which 
the ſtate hath adopted for its own pur- 
poſes, and for the maintenance of which 


a number of perſons are paid by the 


5 government. It is. the opinion, therefore, 


ol political men, that the civil magiſtrate 
has a right of preſcribing what he pleaſes 


with regard to the form of religion em- 


| braced and countenanced by him; that 


they -who will not comply with the 
terms oh which, eccleſiaſtical preferments 
are propoſed, have no claim to them; 
and that ſuch perſons ſhould either rea- 
dily perform the duty abgned, hems or 
a" up all title to the reward. ä 
Other reaſons, no doubt, St Me to 


Segen the ſucceſs of the petitioning cler- 


gy: but theſe were probably the chief 
reaſons by which men of the world were 


determined, whatever effect ſpeculative 
and doctrinal opinions might have on the 
minds of individuals, and eſpecially of 


clerical perſons, whether in Highes: or lower 
Aer, 7385 
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6 
"x have no defi gn, in taking notice of theſe 
things, to injure the cauſe of the peti- 
tioning clergy, or to expreſs my approba- 


tion of the grounds on which their requeſt 


to parliament was rejected. On the con- 
trary, it is my ſincere wiſh, that the diffi- 
culties to which upright men are expoſed 
in the eſtabliſhed church were wholly re- 
moved, and that the terms of miniſterial 
conformity were reduced to the Chriſtian ' 


and Proteſtant ſtandard. My ſole inten- 


tion, in touching upon the ſubject of the 


clerical petition, is to ſhew, that the mo- 


tives which produced the rejection of it 
are not applicable to the ſituation of Pro- 
teſtant Diſfenting Miniſters. 
Without pretenuing, therefore, to ap- 


| prove of the arguments which were fo fa- 


tal to the petitioners, without wiſhing ill 


to their cauſe, many of us could not but 


rejoice to find that theſe arguments did 
not diſcourage an application to Parlia- 


ment in our particular caſe. We were 
naturally led, both by our ſentiments 
and fituation, to pay a very diligent at- 


tention to the controverſy, between the 
| | diffatisfied 


6 
diflatisſied clergy and the ar for 
ſubſcription, and to obſerve the progreſs 


and fate of the petition offered to the = 
| 4 p . / 
legiſlature; and we ſaw with pleaſure, | 
that the. reaſons alleged for the con 


tinuance of ſubſcription were applied 
only to thoſe who are members, and 
receive the emoluments of a national -*f 
eſtabliſhed church. We ſaw, with plea- gil 
ſure, that none of theſe reaſons. mili- _ 1 
* tated againſt the liberty which may be [| 
claimed, and ought to be granted, un- 
der a toleration. We ſaw with pleaſure, 
that even the adverſaries to any conſider- 
able reformation of theeſlabliſhed religious 
ſyſtem, gave their teſtimony in our fa- 
vour. In this view, we ſaw, with plea- 
ſure, that Mr. Toplady, one of the 
warmeſt defenders of the Thirty- nine Ar- 
ticles, had aſſerted, that the ſubſcription, 
required of the Diſſenters is a real griev- 
ance, equally oppreſſive and abſurd. We 
ſaw, with ſtill greater pleaſure, that Dr., 
Tucker, the ableſt apologiſt for the 
church of England, had declared Let 
the miniſters of Diſſenting congregations, 
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e 
if they will chooſe to apply, be heartily 
withed a good deliverance from the bur- 


den of our ſubſcriptions.” But what gave 5 
us peculiar ſatisfaction was, that our caſe 
was not involved in the arguments urged 


againſt the petitioners in the Houſe of 
Commons, and that it was even ſpoken 


of in a manner, which might afford a 


rational profpect of obtaining redreſs. By 
all theſe circumſtances we were encour- 
aged to hope, that we might ſucceed in 


an application to be relieved from the ſub- 
ſcription required by the Act of Tolera- 


tion: nay, ſuch an application was high- 
ly expedient, becauſe the peculiarity of 
our ſituation became every day more and 
more notorious. It was declared: in: ſe« 

veral publications, it was declared in the 
Houſe of Commons, that the greater part 


of the Diſſenting Miniſters had not ſub-- 


ſcribed. It was known too, that a large 


number of us could not poſſibly ſubſcribe, 
and that we ſtood expoſed to very ſevere 


penalties. When, therefore, our danger 


was evidently increaſed, and there ap- 


2 peared, at the ſame time; a diſpoſition to 
relie<e | 


= CPF 


relieve; us, we ſhould have been ſhamez 


fully deficient in the duty we owe to our- 


| ſelves, to our poſterity, and to the divine 
cauſe of religious liberty, if we had not 


endeavoured to obtain a e tolera- 


tion. 55 : 

But though the circumftances l hiv 
mentioned encouraged an application to 
Parliament at this time, and we might 
otherwiſe have been contented fome years 
longer with a ſtate of connivance, let it 
not be imagined that we were inſenfible of 
the infelicity of our condition, or that we 


= not wiſh to procure a deliverance from 


We were painfully conſcious of our 
| Acres ſituation: we lamented, that, 


as minifters of the Goſpel, we were not 


under the protection of law, and could 


ſcarcely bo confidered as members of the 


community: we felt that, whatever in⸗ 


juſtice might be done to our perſons or 
characters in our religious capacity, we 


_ - were entirely deftitute of the means of re- 
dreſs. Inftances have occured among us 
of men who have been obliged to deſiſt 
from a legal proſecution for the moſt at- 


Ls 8 trocious 


"48 4 

trocious injuries, | becauſe they had not 
qualified, and could not qualify according 
to the terms of the Toleration Act. It 
has, therefore, been not only the wiſh, 
but the deſign of many Diſſenting Mini- 
ſters to embrace the firſt favourable op- 
portunity of endeavouring to obtain a de- 
liverance from the burden of ſubſcription. 
This hath long been my own caſe; and 1 
| know that it hath been the caſe with a 
number of the moſt reſpectable of my 
brethren. We have often converſed upon 
the ſubject, and regretted, that when the 
Diſſenters formerly applied for the repeal 
of the Teſt Act, they did not direct their 
attention and zeal to what appears to us a 
much more deſirable and important ob- 
ject. The Teſt Act only excludes thoſe 
who cannot comply with it, from the en- 
joyment of certain civil honours and pre- 
ferments: whereas the penal ſtatues deprive 
us of the common rights of human nature, 
and of Chriſtianity ; and the Toleration 
Act leaves thoſe, who cannot ſubmit to 
its terms, ſubject to ſevere penalties, We 
muſt, therefore, be deſtitute of all the 
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. 
principles: and feelings of the mental 
frame, if we did not regard the amend- 
ment and enlargement of ſuch an act of 

parliament as a matter of n mo- 
ment. 
In order to ſhew this more particularly, 
it may not be improper to conſider the 
ſtate of things when the Toleration Act 
was obtained, and the change which hath 
taken place in the ſentiments of many of 
the Diſſenters, with reſpect to the 
grounds of their ſeparation om the eſta 
bliſhed ehurch. 
«© By the Toleration AQ, Proteſtant 
Diſſenting Miniſters are exempted from 
the penal laws made againſt nonconformi- 
ty, ONLY on condition of their taking the 
oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy, mak- 
ing and ſubſcribing the declaration againſt 
Popery, and ſubſcribing alſo the Articles 
of the church of England, except the 
 thirty-fourth, . thirty-fifth, . and thirty- 
ſixth, and part of the twentieth Article.” 
Antipœdobaptiſts are farther excuſed from 


ſubſcribing. that part of the twenty- 
e ſeventh 
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5 1 
feventh Article, which relates to infant: 
baptiſm. 
All Proteſtant Diſfenting Miniſters, 
therefore, who cannot ſubſcribe the doc- 
trinal Articles of the church of England, 
are thereby excluded from the benefit of 
the Act of Toleration, and expoſed to the 


* penalties of all the laws before in force 


againſt nonconforming miniſters. ** They 
are not to come or be, unleſs in paſſing 
upon the road, within. five miles of any 
city, or town corporate, or borough that 
ſends burgeſſes to parliament or within 
five miles of any pariſh, town, or place 
where they have taken upon them to 
preach ; upon forfeiture, for every ſuch 
offence, of the ſum of forty pounds; 
one third to the king, another third to 
the poor of the pariſh, and another to 
him that ſhall ſue for it;“ and if ſuch per- 
ſon keep a ſchool, he ſhall forfeit, like- 
wiſe, for every ſuch offence, * forty | 
pounds; and any two juſtices of the peace 
may, upon oath made of any of theſe of- 
fences, commit ſuch offender for fix. 
months, | 


- 4 5 


montlis, without bait or main-prize.” 
They are alſo liable, on conviction upon 
oath of two witneſſes, before one or 
more juſtices of the peace, of having 
preached; for the firſt offence, to a pe- 
nalty oſ twenty pounds; and for every 
ſuch offence afterwards, to a penalty of 
forty pounds. And by another act, fot 
every ſuch offence they are liable to ſuffer 
three months imptiſonment in the com- 
mon jail, without bail or main- prize. 
And every time they adminiſter the Lord's 
ſupper, they are liable to a penalty of 
one hundred pounds; one moiety to go to 
the king, another moiety to be divided 
between the poor of the pariſh, and ſuch 
perſon or perſons as ſhall ſue for the ſame 
by action of debt, bill, plaint, or informa- 
tion, in any court of record, wherein no 
eſſoign, protection, or We of law ſhall 


be allowed. 
Fo theſe ſeyere perialtivh ſach Protes 


ſtant Diſſenting Miniſters as have not 
ſubſeribed the Articles before- mentioned, 
are expoſed: and, in the laſt caſe; a very 


ample reward 1 is propoſed to every proſe- 
C 2 cutor, 


K . $; 


cutor, out of the forfeiture incurred; and 
the proſecution i is, at the ſame time, made 
as eaſy as poſſible *. 
This is the ſituation in which we are 
left by the Act of Toleration. It is only 
upon complying with the ſubſcription en- 
joined by it, that we can legally be per- 
mitted to conduct the worſhip of God in 
that manner which we think agreeable to 
the dictates of truth, Scripture, and con- 
ſcience; and the penalties to which we 
are otherwiſe ſubject are ſo ſevere and un- 
Juſt, that every ingenuous and liberal 
man ſtarts back with horror at the recital 
of them. Nay, they are penalties which 
even bigotry itſelf ſcarce dares to call for 
the exaction of, in the preſent age. 
There is another circumſtance of the 
greateſt importance, for which relief is not 
provided by the Act of Toleration, even 
upon any terms. The right of educat- 
ing our children, according to our own 
views 'of what may 'be moſt conducive 


e hs Caſe of the Proteſtant Didentng Miniſters and 
Schoolmaſter oy 


W 


n 43 % to 


to their e and eternal felicy, i is 
one of the deareſt rights of human na- 
ture; one of the laſt privileges which a 
man would be willing to give up, who is, 
endued with the feelings of parental affec- 


tion, and the principles of piety, integri- 


ty, and honour. But this is a privilege to 


which Proteſtant Diſſenters have no LEGAL . 


title. By the cruel laws of king Charles 
the Second, every nonconformiſt, of eve- 
ry kind, is diſabled from acting in the 
capacity of a. tutor or ſchoolmaſter, and 
proſecutions cannot be diverted . with- 
out Tonſiderable trouble and expence. 
This is a caſe that includes the Laity, as 
well as the Miniſters, and which does in- 
deed ſpeak loudly for itſelf *. 
| Many perſons will, without doubt, be 
ready to wonder how it could come to 
paſs, that the Toleration Act ſhould be 
ſo very defective. 
ſought for in the principles and ſpirit of 


c the 4 times. 
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„ 
At the glorious period of the Re- 
volution, religious liberty, in its due 


extent, was, comparatively ſpeaking, very 


imperfealy underſtood. Experience had, 
indeed, inſtructed the nation, in the 


evil confequences of perſecuting the 


noncapformiſts. It had been found 


e diſunion and animoſities of 
the Proteſtants were hurtful to the 


common cauſe, and added ſtrength to 
the ſchemes and enterprizes of the Pa- 


piſts. It was neceſſary, therefore, to 
unite the former together; and the ſin- 
cere and zealous concurrence of the Diſ- 
ſenters, in promoting the late change of 


government, was an additional reaſon for 


treating them with favour. King Wil- 
liam was deſirous of conferring greater 


marks of diſtinction upon them than a 


bare toleration; but this was the whole 
that could be obtained, and it was even 
debated, whether the Taleration ſhould 
be allowed for mare than a certain num- 


ber of years. When its permanency was 
diſputed; it cannot be ſurprizing that it 
was not formed upon more enlarged prin- 


ciples, 


(E 
ciples. The truth of the caſe was, that the 


nation was not yet ſufficiently enlight- 


ened upon the matter. It was a long 
time before the doctrine of Toleration 
came to be publicly taught in this 


country. The Puritans, though they 


had been perſecuted during three ſuc- 


ceſſive reigns, never entertained any juſt 


ſentiments upon the ſubject. Nay, ſo 


far were they from having profited 
by their ſufferings, that, when they got 


into power, they adopted principles 


equally ſevere and intolerant with thoſe 
which their adverſaries and perſecutors 


had maintained. The notion of Tole- 


ration was diſclaimed by the generality 
of the Preſbyterian Miniſters, as a dan- 


gerous error; and they would have run 


into the moſt fatal lengths of perſecu- 


tion, if The wiſdom and moderation of 


the Long Parliament had not prevented 
them from carrying their plan of eccle- 


ſiaſtical government into full practice. 
The Independents were the firſt Bop x 
of men who pleaded for Liberty of Con- 


ſeience; ; and the pious and learned Dr. 
b C4 | : Owen, 


2 


oen *, among others, wrote in its fa- 
vour: but they confined their ideas of 
Indulgence to thoſe perſons only that 

agreed in the fundamentals of Chriſti- 
anity, which fundamentals they found it 

extremely difficult to ſettle. Dr. Owen 
was ſoon followed by an author of an 
oppoſite party, one who had been patro- 
nized and promoted by the perſecuting 
Laud, but a man of a very different 
temper and character. This was the ex- 


ln the beginning of the year 1646, a pamphlet ap- 
peared on the ſubject of Toleration, which, if we may 
judge of it from an extract given by Mr. Neale, i in his 
hiſtory of the Puritans, muſt have been an excellent 
performance. Dr. Owen's firſt piece on the ſame ſub- 
ject was publiſhed, likewiſe, in that year. It was an- 355 
nexed to a ſermon preached before the Houſe of Com- 
mons, entitled, A Viſion of unchangeable, free Mercy, 
and is called a Country Effay for the Practice of Church 
| Government there. Though it is evident, from the 
peruſal of this Effay, that the Dr. did not purſue the 
principles of religious liberty to their proper length, 
there are many ſtrong paſſages in it againſt Intolerance; 
and it is much to his honour that he was able to go ſo 
far as he did, in a point which, at that ns: had been 


* little conſidered. 


cellent 


N ee teh ee e ee eee eee eee eee eee : 


| ( 25 * 
cellent Dr. ne Taylor +, who, in 1 bits 
admirable Diſcourſeof the Liberty of Pro- 

pheſying, hath treated the ſubje& of 

Toleration, if we allow for ſome few ex- 
ceptions, in a juſt and liberal manner. 


The ſame ſubject was not afterwards for- 


gotten, among the important topics 
which continued to be diſcuſſed, during 
the whole courſe of the civil war, and 
the time of the Republic; but a due regard 

was far from being generally paid to the 
principles and reaſonings of the advocates 


for religious liberty. The obnoxiouſneſs 
of the Independents, in particular, to 


the two great parte of , 88 


+ Dr. Jeremy Taylor's Diſcourſe of the Liberty of 
Propheſying, was publiſhed in 1647. It is a great 


improvement upon Daille's celebrated and valuable 
Treatiſe on the right Uſe of the Fathers. So little atten- 
tion was paid to Dr. Taylor's excellent work, that it did 


not come to a ſecond edition until 1702, fifty-five years | 
However, it did not entirely 


after its firſt publication. 
paſs unnoticed at the time of its original appearance; 


for that part of it which related to Toleration was an- 


ſwered, in 1649, by Mr: Samuel Rutherforth, an emi- 
nent Preſbyterian miniſter in Scotland. | | | 
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and Preſbyterians, prevented the eaſy re- 
ception of any doctrine which came 


from them, however er or ent it | 


might be. 
After the Ralftbraticy of King Charles 


the Second, the queſtion of Toleration was 

_ agitated from time to time; but the pro- 
greſs of truth and reaſon, in regard to 
this matter, was very ſlow and feeble. 


Locke's excellent Letters did not begin 
to make their appearance till ſoon after 
the Revolution; and it was long be- 
fore the admirable ſentiments contain- 


cd in them came to be generally diffuſ- 


ed. It was not doubted, but that certain 
doctrines called heretical, were by no 


means fit to be tolerated; and the princi- 


pal part of the nonconformiſts notwith- 
ſtanding the perſecutions they had en- 


dured, had not, yet diveſted themſelves 


of this perſuaſion. They did not think 


of queſtioning the right of the civil 


magiſtrate to impoſe ſubſcription to hu- 
man teſts of faith and orthodoxy. | They 


even believed it to be his duty to re- 
' ſtrain what were regarded as ſundamen- 


tal 


„ 


tal errors and hexeſies : and thaugh ſome. 


miniſters might entertain more liberal 
views of things, they were glad to accept 


of liberty of conſcience on ſuch terms as 


were offered, and could then be obtained. 


Theſe terms were the leſs diſagreeable _ 


to them, becauſe, being Calviniſts, or 


nearly Calviniſts, they had ſcarce any 
difficulties with regard to the doctrinal 
Articles; but could chearfully ſubſcribe | 


them, as. containing weir amn opi⸗ 


nions gr. 
But ſince the period we have 1 


ſpeaking of, a great, a juſt, and an im- 
portant alteration hath taken place in the 


ſentiments of the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
upon theſe ſubjects. Moſt of the Diſſent- 
ing Clergy, in particular, ground their 
ſeparation from the ee on Prin- 


— 


4 Some expreſſions i in the Articles appearing * 


to Mr. Baxter, he drew up a brief explication, which 
he gave in for his ſenſe at the time of his ſubſcrip- 


tion, and many of his brethren concurred with him 


in giving the ſame explication. It is inſerted in Calay 


my's Abridgement of the Life 4 Baxter. Vol. I. p. 
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eiples that differ, in ſome Künne re- 


ſpects, from thoſe upon which their an- 
ceſtors proceeded. We do, indeed, agree 


with the original Puritans in the deſire 


they had to diſcard entirely the corrup- 
tions of popery, and to reſtore Chriſtian 
worſhip to the ſimplicity and purity of the 
Goſpel ſtandard. We applaud their con- 
duct in reſiſting ſo firmly the unſerip- 


| tural terms of conformity impoſed- upon 


them, and we retain a grateful remem- 


brance of their integrity and fortitude. 
We have, in particular, the utmoſt ve- 


neration for the memory of thoſe two 


thouſand men, who, in the year 1662, 
nobly ſacrificed their preferments and 


their ſubſiſtence in the cauſe of God and 


a good conſcience. But, at the ſame 
time, we do not diſſent ſo much as they 


did, on account of ſcruples with regard 


to certain ceremonies, habits, and modes 
of government and, diſcipline ;; neither 
do we diſſent ſolely on account of ſome 


* objections which may be urged againſt 
* the Liturgy and Offices of the church of 


England, It is true, that we have our dif- 
ficulties ” 


2 3. e 441 tint; 


be q 29 ) 


Scubtkes on theſe heads, and that Abet 


of them are of a ſerious and weighty na- 


ture. Several of them are ſuch as, while 
they ſubſiſt, muſt for ever keep us at a 
diſtance from conformity. But beſides 


the particular objections we have to a 


number of the rites and forms of the 


national worſhip, we found our diſſent 


on what appear to us to be very impor- 


tant general reaſons. We diſſent, becauſe 


we deny the right of any body of men, 


whether civil or eccleſiaſtical, to impoſe 
human teſts, creeds, or articles; and be- 


cauſe we think it our duty, not to ſubmit 


to any ſuch impoſition, but to proteſt 


againſt it, as a violation of our eſſential 
liberty to judge and act for ourſelves 
in matters of religion. We diſſent, be- 
cauſe we apprehend that the church of 


England, in requiring a ſubſcription to 


her doctrines and ceremonies, claims and 


exerciſes a power derogatory to the ho- 


nour of our great Maſter, the ſole le- 


giſlator in his own kingdom 3 and be- 
cauſe we believe ourſelves bound, as his 
profeſſed: diſciples and ſubjects, to ſtand 
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ſubmiſſion to the civil magiſtrate, t 
to make a declaration of their Chriftian 


and Proteſtant! character, being the ſpe= I 


(3). 


up for his: honour, in oppofition to all 
encroachments upon his geg in- 


2 * 4 


communicable authority. 
6 Independently, — of PAs who 


of the Thirty-nine Articles, the penera- 


lity of Diſſenting Minifters object to the 


impoſition of theſe Articles. Perſuaded 


as they are of the ſufficiency of Scripture, 


and of the liberty which every one ought. 
to have of following the guidance of hie 
own conſcience . in religious concerts; 
they will not ſubſcribe to human formu- 
laries, which they themſelves believe; 
when ſuch formularies are preſſed upon 


them by am incompetent and uſurped au- 


thority. It is their fixed principle, that 
the writings of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, are the only rule of faith and 


practice ; and, therefore, were they, in 
matters of religion, and hen aſking for 


a Toleration; to go any fatther in their 


cific character in which they appear be- 
fore the legiſlature, they would be guilty 
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„ tay 
of an act of treaſon againſt their 4 
and Saviour. How far theſe ſcntiments 


may be well founded, it is not my bu- _ 
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ſineſs, at preſent, to determine. Their Fi 
views. of things may appear to ſome | 


_ — 


too refined, to others: wholly, fanciful 1 

but this has no relation to the queſtion 1 
before us. Theſe opinions are matters 3 
of conſcience, and the perſons who en- 
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tertain them ought to be indulged, ought | 1 
to be tolerated, provided they are Pens = 9 
able members of the community. _ 
That this i is a faithful account of the „ 4 g 
ſtate of things among the Proteſtant Dif . 


ſenters i is evident not only from the ge- | 1 | 
neral ſtrain of their late publications, but, 1 
alſo, from tw facts which are worthy of 

me reader's notice. "In firſt is the ſo- | 
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Dating | Clerky, in the year. 2719 8 
when a controverſy having ariſen on 
* ny the Furs a meeting f 


4 ne th 
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This controverly di 4 not dds 1 the Di. 
fenters, but with the eſtabliſhed Clergy. Mr. Whiſton, Rh 
in the year 171 Is * publiſhed a an hiſtorical Preface to. 


6 „0 


the . in and La Labdon was 
held at alen ene, to ae * ART1- 
ESG 


8 8 | | 
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an an intended. — . TE Primitive Chriſi. 
Ar Revived, &c. in which preface he attacked the 
Athanaſian opinion with regard to the Trinity, as be- 
ing unſcriptural, heretical, and contrary to the an- 
cient doctrine of the Chriſtian Church. For this he 
was expelled from his mathematical profeſſorſhip i in the 
4s 1 of Cambridge. hy 
The act of the univerſity in expelling him, and his 
ſubſequent publications, led many perſons to enquire 
into the ſubject of the Trinity; and the more, as the 
affair was taken up by the Convocation. Mr. Whiſ⸗ 
ton's cauſe was appointed to be heard by a court of 
Delegates, and he had prepared his defence; but it 
vas thought adviſable to drop the- proſecution, © From 
that time to his death, he continaed, both in public 
and private, to cenſure ſeyeral great and dignified 
Clergymen, for. ſubſcribing the Thirty-nine Articles, 
which, according to him, they did not believe. 855 his 
Vindication, p. 142, 143: And his Memoirs of the Life 
of Dr. Samuel Clark. Nee 
In 1712, Dr. Clark publiſhed his n Dochine, 
Kc. which performance occaſioned freſh employment 
for the Convocation." An attempt was made to cenſure 
him and his work; but, the Dr. offering a paper by 
way of explanation, and the upper and lower houſe 
| being divided in opinion, no cenſure took Place. See 
e e on 
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TICLES OF ADVICE FOR PEACE to be feat | 


to their brethren and to the congregations 


in other places. At this meeting, it was pro- 
poſed to inſert in the Advices the firſt Ar- 
ticle of the Church of England, and the An- 


ſwers to the fifth and fixth Queſtions in the 
Aſſembly's Catechiſm; but the requiſition 
was nobly withſtood by the more enligh- 

tened part of the body, and it was carri- 


ed, by fifty-ſeven | Ea, ffty-three, | 


This diverſity of ſentiment on the ſubject of the 


Trinity was not confined to the Convocation, but ex- 


tended itſelf 2 among the eſtabliſhed clergy in general, as 
is apparent from the great number of publications which, 
ſucceeded Dr. Clark's Scripture Doctrine. 

. When the controverſy was almoſt exhauſted, it in- 
troduced an examination into the cafe of Subſcription to- 
the Thirty-nine Articles, in the courſe of which enquiry” 
each party could only recriminate on, the. other, while 
neither could preſume to ſay, that they believed the. 


whole of them. The books and pamphlets written, at 
that time, by the eſtabliſhed clergy, were inſtrumen - 


tal of leading the Diſſenting Miniſters into the ſame dif- 


3 putes; ; which grew very warm, after Mr. Pierce of Exe- 


ter was accuſed of entertaining u unſound opinions with 
reſpect to the Trinity, 


The Author is indebted to Mr. Caleb. 13 for the * 


e and ſubſtance of the above note. 
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Tur NO HUMAN COMPOSITIONS OR IN- 
TERPRETATIONS OF THE DOCTRINE or 
THE TRINITY SHOULD BE MADE A PART. 
oF THE ARTICLES OF Apvick. It is ob- 
ſervable, that all of theſe fifty-ſeven mi- 
niſters were believers, and moſt of them 
zealous afferters of the commonly receiv- 
ed opinions with regard to the Trinity; 
but they thought it their duty to ſtand up 
for the liberty where with Chriſt has made 
us free, and to enter their proteſt againſt 
human impoſitions. It is much to the 
honour of this ſmall, but illuſtrious majo- 
rity, that it appears to be the firſt inſtance. 
in which a body of clergymen publicly 
aſſerted and maintained the cauſe of reli- 
gious freedom, and the laered ane of . 
conſcience *. ay 
That the fifty-ſeven miniſters were rok | 

' believers of the common opinion concern- 
ing the Trinity, is evident from the follow- 
ing paſſage, i in a Letter written by them, 


4 The author doth not Intec to caſt any reflection 
upon the ſubſcribing miniſters, who were undoubtedly 
perſons of diſtinguiſhed piety, and acted from a ſtrong 
ſenſe of duty; ; but he muſt be allowed to give the prefe - 
rence, in his eſteem, to their more enligktened | 
brethren, 8 | 


* 
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in nia with ſixteen more of their 
brethren, and accompanying the Advices 
they had igreed | toſend to Exeter“. 


« We freely declare, that we utterly : 
difown the Arian doctrine, and fincerely 
believe the doctrine of the bleſſed TRIxI: 
TY; 2nd the PROPER divinity of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, which we apprehend to be 
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clearly revealed in the Holy Scriptures; El bl 
but are far from condemning any who ap- f 1 j | 
pear to be with us in the main, though 47914! 
they ſhould chuſe not to declare them #186 1 
ſelves in other than Chriſtian terms, or at 


not in ours.” 


This declaration a they farther explained $ 
thus! 5 | 


The human words 8 _ PRO- | 
| PER DIVINITY, in this DzcLARATION of _ 
our faith, are uſed only to notify the 
things we ſpeak of ; and we do not pre- | 
ſume, in the way of ES, to go into any 


* For hk Gtoe tag particulars, fee a rmphivt pub- 
liſhed in 1719, entitled, An authentic Account of ſe- 
veral I hings done and agreed upon by the Diſſenting 
* lately aſſembled at Sahers Hall, l hg 


"= 2 par- 


CM 8 
particular explanations of thoſe things, 
either in our owN, or oTHER mens words: 
but for that we refer to the Holy Scrip- 
tures, whence it may appear that we take 
the Scripture account of thoſe things to be 
the BESsH and fitteſt we can Aon on ſuch. 
occaſions.” 


The fourth article of the Advices was. 
as follows: | 


«17, th all, a publie hearing be in- . 
fiſted on, we think the Proteſtant princi- 
ple, that TE BIETE 15 THE ONLY AND 
THE PERFECT RULE OF FAITH, obliges 
| thoſe who have the caſe before them, not 
to condemn any man. upon the authority 
of human deciſions, or becauſe he conſents. 
not to human forms or phraſes: but then 
only is he to be cenſured, as NoT noLD- . 
ING THE FAITH NECESSARY TO sALVA- 
ION, when i it appears that he contradicts, 
or refuſes to own, he PLAIN AND Ex- 
PRESS DECLARATIONS OF- Hol SCRIP- 
_'TVURE, in what is there made neceſſary to 
be believed, and in matters there ſolely 
revealed. And we truſt that all will treat 


fo ſervants of _ common Lord, as 


they 


(3) 


they who expect the final deciſion at his 
appearing *.“ 

Though, in 1719, the Diffenting Mini- 
ſters were almoſt equally divided in their 

opinions concerning human teſts, the fitua- 
tion of things is now happily changed, 
as will be manifeſt from the ſecond fact 
I have to produce. It is well known that 
Dr. Furneaux hath ſtated and defended 
the preſent principles of the Diſſenters 
upon the enlarged grounds I have men- 
tioned, and not upon ſcruples relative to 
particular articles or doctrines. That he 
hath truly ſtated and defended their pre- 
ſent principles admits of no doubt, from 
the thanks which, at the motion of one of 
our moſt ancient, eminent, and reſpect- 
able miniſters +, were unanimouſly voted 
to him, by the general body of the three 


k -The only ſurviving perſon of the non-ſubſcribing 
- miniſters is Mr. Henry Read, a gentleman whom along 
life of irreproachable piety and diſtinguiſhed uſefulneſs 
| hath rendered truly venerable. He is the father of the 
- preſent body of Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters, is in 
the eighty-ſeventh year of his age, and expreſſed his en- 
tire approbation of the late application to Parli iament. 


5 Dr. Prior. 3 
D ; 


5 5 : 


tons of Preſbyterians, Indepen- 
dents, and Antipœdo-Baptiſts, for his Let- 
ters to the Hon. Mr. TJuſtige Blackſtone. 

I ſhall beg leaye to lay before the public 
lf, the minutes of the proceedings with re- 
| gard to this affair. 8 


= Ata meeting of the general body: 25 tl £ 
Proteſtant Difſenting Miniſters, of the 
three denominations, in and about the 
cities of London and Weſtminſter, held 
at the Library, in Red- -crotp- ſtreet, 


| April 16, 1771. 


„ Apreed, at the motion of Mr. Peg 
that the thanks of this body be given to 
the Rev. Dr. Furneaux, for the great ſer- 
vice he has done to the cauſe of religious 
liberty in general, and for his able de- 
fence of the rights and privileges of Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters in particular, in his ex- 
cellent Letters to the Honourable Mr. 
Juſtice Blackſtone ; and that the chair- 
man do preſent the thanks of this body = 
to the Rev. Dr. Furneaux, in their 1 * 
with the firſt convenient We | 


; 1 At 


LY 3” „ 
3 66 wok a wining of the genera body, 


Nov. 20, 177 1. 


* Reported, by Mr. Pitts, FOO of 

the laſt. meeting of the general body, that 
he had, according to order, returned the 
thanks of this body to the Rev. Dr, Fur- 
neaux, and received a letter from the doc- 
tor, which was s read, | 


* 


10 33 at the motion of Dr. Harris, 
| That Dr. Furneaux's letter to Mr. Pitts 
be, with Mr. Pitts's leave, tranſcribed into 
this book ; of which letter = following 


py a a copy. : 


* Reverend and dear ar, 


4 1 am extremely ſorry, that I did not 
8 to be at home, when you did me 
the favour of a viſit this morning. 1 hope 
1 ſhall have the pleafure of your ase 
on ſome other occaſion, . 


« Your two laſt favours, the: one ac- 
quainting me with the reſolution of the 
D 4 No. gene- 
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general body of the Proteſtant Dilſenting 
Miniſters, in and about the cities of Lon- 
don and Weſtminſter, with reſpe& to my 
. Letters to Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone, and the 
other incloſing that Reſolution, as it 
ſtands on the Minutes, conveyed to me 
an honour of which I had not the leaſt 
| apprehenſion, and of the value of which I 

am very ſenſible. This unanimous, ap- 
probation of my brethren of all denomi- 
nations is, in the, preſent caſe, the more 
agreeable to me, as it is a clear proof that 
J have not, in any manner, 'miſrepreſented 
the principles of the-Proteſtant Diſſenters 
on the head of religious liberty. My aim 
was only to do them juſtice; nd that ſo 
reſpectable a body, who muſt. know their : 
own ſentiments, and cannot be ſuppoſed 
ignorant of thoſe which prevail amongſt 

the Diſſenting Miniſters and people i in ge⸗ 
neral, have declared their opinion that E 
have not done them injuſtice, gives me, 1 
own, no ſmall ſatisfaction. All beyond 
this I eſteem (as I ought) to be a demon- 
ſtration of their candour and friendſhip. 
4 e et ] ac- 


_ 


| ( 1 „ 
1 acknowledge, with thanks, the very oh- 
liging manner, in which you, ſir, as chair- 


man, have acquainted me with the ſenti- 


ments s of the n and am 
| 40 « Your very e e brother, 


6 and abedient humble e 
« Clapham, An PuIL I FuRNEAUx.“ 
54 25th, 1771. e e pa 


Fa + 


Such then, as T have ſtated them, may 
the general principles of the Diſſenting 
Miniſters now be conſidered; fo that 
however firmly they may believe the doc- 
trinal articles of the Church of Eng- 


land, they cannot but be averſe to having 


a ſubſcription to them impoſed by hu- 


man authority, and muſt fincerely defire 


an enlargement of the Toleration Act. 


It may, perhaps, be a matter of curiofity 


to know how ſuch an alteration hath been 


produced in the ſentiments FE. the Dif- 
ſenters; and it muſt chiefly: be afcrib- 
ed to the 8 attention "ich hath 
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bee paid to the ſubject of religious liber. 
ty, from the period of the Revolution to 
the preſent time. Mr. Locke's admirable 
Letters on Toleration, had, no doubt, 
2 conſiderable effect on the minds of 

thoughtful and © philoſophical perſons, 
But what greatly contributed to open the 
eyes of Diffenting Minifters; was Dr. Ca- 
lamy's Introduction to the ſecond volume 
of his Defence af Moderate Noncon- 
formity. Since the publication of that 


work, the controyerſy between the 
Church of England and the Diſſenters, 
has been placed, in part, on a new foot - 
ing. The ſolid and manly reaſonings of 
Dr. Calamy haye been confirmed and pur- 
ſued through all their conſequences. It | 
is an undoubted fact, that Mr. Locke n 
approved of his arguments. Biſhop 3 
Hoadly appears to have been- enlightened a 
by his method of reaſoning : at leaſt, it 1 
is certain that he availed himſelf of it in d 
his ſubſequent writings: and from the t! 
a 


time of the Hoadlian controverſy to the 

preſent day, the objeQions to the exerciſe WP 

of human authority in matters of reli- | 
gion 3 


43 


* 


„ 
gion; and the arguments in favour of 
the right of private judgment, the ſuf- 
ficiency of Scripture, and the ſole domi- 
nion of Chriſt over his Church, have 
been exhibited in ſuch a variety of un- 
anſwerable performances, that the man 
who did not ground his ſeparation from 

the eſtabliſhment, chiefly upon theſe con- 
ſiderations, would ſcarce be thought wor- 
thy the name of a Diſſenter. The Preſ- 
byterians in particular, with regard to 
their notions. of eccleſiaſtical power and 
government, are a different ſet of men 
from the Preſbyterians of the laſt century. 
The Engliſh Preſbyterians of this age 
have diſcarded all ideas of parochial ſeſ- 
ſions, claſſes, provincial ſynods, and ge- 
neral aſſemblies. They diſclaim all coer- 
dive juriſdiction in ſpiritual concerns; 
and believe that every diſtinct and ſepa- 
rate congregation ought to be the ſole 
director of its own religious affairs, and 
that no other ſociety or body of men has. 
a right to controul it or call it to ac- 
Wount. In ſhort, except their denial of 


any ſoriptural diſtinction between the of- 
fice of a Biſhop and a Preſbyter, and theit 
uniting in the ſame mode of worſhip, 
they retain little ee eff * : 
. perly ſo called, but the nam. 
I cannot avoid ſtopping a ben to 
obſerve, that the alterations which have 
taken place in the ſentiments and man- 
ners of religious ſects, while the ori- 
ginal denominations are continued, ought 
to be particularly noticed by eccleſiaſtical 
writers; for, unleſs a conſiderable degree 
of attention be paid to theſe things, the 
accounts which are given of the different 
parties that have divided, and till divide, 
the Church of Chriſt, muſt be very con- 
fuſed, imperfect, and diſſatisfactory. I have 
often had occaſion to remark, that even 
ſome of the beſt church hiſtorians have 
fallen into errors in this reſpec. 
But though, from what hath been al- 
| leged, it is apparent that the generality. 
of Diſſenting Miniſters, how firmly ſo- 


ver they may believe the particular doc- 


trines contained in the Thirty-nine Ar- 
ticles, muſt object to the terms required 


by 


\ Py 


1 


by ahi Toleration Act, 1 wiſh to be 
exempted from a compliance with them; 
it cannot, at the ſame time, be denied, 
and it ought not to be concealed, that 
a number of perſons among us diſlike 
the doctrines themſelves; and, therefore, 
have a ſtrong additional reaſon for de- 
firing and ſoliciting the removal ol ob- 
ſcription. | 


A courſe of time : hath Nrwdsced an 
alteration in the ſentiments of ſeveral of 
our brethren. Doctrines, formerly re- 
ceived with the greateſt veneration, have 
been freely called in queſtion; and opi- 
nions, very different from thoſe of Cal- 
vin and Athanaſius, have been openly 
maintained and defended. Whether men 
have acted right in rejecting the dogmas 
of the ſpirited reformer, and the zealous 
ſaint, hath no relation to the preſent | 
ſubject. The only queſtion is, whether 
they who do not believe the doctrinal Ar- 
ticles, have not the ſame reaſonable claim 
to indulgence as their predeceſſors had, 

who objected to the Articles more im- 
| mediately relative to ceremonies, diſci- | 


pline, 


„„ ; 
pline, and church authority: and here 
if the matter is conſidered with reference 
to the great object of political govern- 
ment, it will eaſily be decided. Sup- 
poſing a perſon ſhould embrace what are 
deemed the particular and diſtinguiſhing | 
tenets of Arminius, Arins, or Socinus, | 
what hath this to do with the welfare 
of the ſtate? The buſineſs of the magi- 
fſtrate, as bath unanſwerably been ſhewn 
by Mr. Locke, is to take care of the 
temporal, and not of the eternal intereſts 
of mankind. * With regard to the things 
which concern our future life, we are 
accountable to God alone. With reſpect 
to religious concerns, the civil power 
ought to go no farther, in the way of 
reſtraint and puniſhment at leaſt, than to 
prevent different ſes from injuring each 
other; and to take care that they do 
not, on any pretence, diſturb the public 
tranquility. It will readily, I imagine, 
be granted, that Arminians may be va- 
luable members of ſociety, and worthy - 
of i its protection; becauſe, notwithſtand- 
ing the Calviniſtical ſtructure of the 
TRIP" 


* 


e e nn the majority. of the 
clergy are profeſſedly Arminians: and 
why may not Arians and Socinians be 
equally valuable members of ſociety, and 
equally worthy of its protection ? I ſpeak 
of them here ſolely; in a civil capacity, 
the only capacity with whieh the ſtate. 
is properly and juſtly concerned. What 
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is there in the opinions of theſe men, 17 
n 
which diſqualifies them from being good | 14 
11 
ſubjects, or which ſhould prevent them 4 


from enjoying a legal ſecurity? Do they  - 8M 
advance doctrines ſubverſive of the gene- e 
tal peace and ſafety? This cannot be 
charged upon them, with the leaſt ſha- 
dow of reaſon, or juſtice, If they hold. 
ſentiments that may be thought highly. 
erroneous, or even dangerous. to their. 
ſalvation, that is a matter of which the. 
Supreme Being alone hath a right to 
take cognizance, and which muſt be de- 
fermined at his tribunal, Let not men 
preſume to. claim a juriſdiction over the 
conſciences of their fellow-creatures, but 
remember that God, hath committed all 
judgment to his Son. | 


It 


N 


4 


It appears, then, from what hath been 
8 RT. that even thoſe Diſſenting Mi- 
niſters who do not believe ſeveral of the 
Articles of the church of England, and 
| who conſequently cannot ſubſcribe them, 
have a natural right to  Toleration. I 
may add, that the conduct of the ſtate, 
and of the public, for more than fifty 
years, hath determined that they have 
ſuch a right. Though it be a known 
fact, that many of the Difſenting Clergy 
Have not ſubmitted; and cannot ſubmit, 
to the ſubſcription required by law, they 
have been allowed to go on quietly in 
| their religious employments ; ahd the 
experience of half a century hath proved 
that the lenity ſhewn to them is of no 
prejudice to the community. The change 
of their ſituation and ſentiments is ſuch, | 
that; if the indulgence, | they have hi- : 
therto found, ſhould be withdrawn, they 
muſt be expoſed to all the perſecutions 
which diſgraced the reign of king Charles 
the Second. But the continuation of the 
indulgence afforded to us, doth not de- 
pend merely on the equity and modera- 
1 tion 


\ 


* 


fo ( 49 4. 


tion of government. It depends, like- 
wiſe, ön the equity and moderation of 


every individual in this country: it de- 
| pends on there not being a ſingle perſon 
in the nation, ho can be prevailed upon 
to diſturb us, either by the dictates of 
bigotry, or the ſtimulations: of avarice. 
Why then ſhould bands be ſuffered to 
remain about us, that are confeſſedly 


| mecdleſh and uſeleſs; and which, though 
hanging looſe around us at preſent, may, 


at the pleaſure of any one, be drawn ſo 
claſe as to become very painful, and 


even intolerable ? Surely it is not deſir- 
able for penal laws to ſubſiſt, which, at 
beſt, are unneceſſary; and which, if 


cartied into, execution, muſt be produc- 
tive of flagrant injuſtice and cruelty. The 


permitting of them to be continued, when 
a proper application is made for their re- 
peal, is contrary to every principle 8 | 


wile and equitable legiſlation. 


Thoſe perſons, who think that ny „e 
ought, to have been ſatisfied with the F 


connivance ſo long granted us, do not ap- 
- PEAR: ©: tete fe berg conſidered the matter 
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with due attention. A ſtate of connive 
"ance is not to be compared with a ſtate 
of legal ſecurity. Will any one aſſert, 
chat the liberties and privileges we enjoy 
as Britons, are not infinitely more valu- 
able, as founded in law, than if they de- 
pended entirely on the changer and dif- 
poſition of the ſovereign, br on the ſpi- 
vit af the times r At is the glory of the 


? 


dentions af men, and the accidental tem- 
per of ages. The very conſeiouſneſs of 
enjoying the moſt invaluable benefits only 
Sy the connivance of our ſuperiors muſt 
de grating to every generous mind. Be- 
_ -fides,* who can anſwer for it, that 1 
of connivance ſhall never be interrupted ? 
At is poſſible at leaſt, if not probable, 
that other men and other times may ſuc- 
_ *ceet to theſe we have now the happineſs 
of beholding. I cannot but think, there- 
fore, that the Diſſenting Miniſters acted 
e in endeavouring to improve what 
they believed a favourable opportunity 
Rar * tel e, o them- 

* 


4815 


ves 700 their poſterity, in the exerciſe 
of, that liberty; of conſcience, which they 
deem the moſt. important al ſacred, of 


all; bleſſings. DET 

In the late application to Partiomant; 
we grounded, our; hopes of ſucceſs not only. 
on the circumſtances. which 1 have alreac 
mentioned, but upon, a variety of additi- 
onal conſiderations. We were conſcious 
that we lived under a prince of the Brunſ- 


wick line; à prince, with regard to 


whom, it would be ſhameful to aſſert, 
that he is not as ready to defend, and even 
to enlarge the juſt and reaſonable priyi- 


leges of his ſubjects as any of his royal 


predeceſſor rs. We; believed that admini- 
Neation could. haye no objection to a ge- 
,quelt that was moſt equitable in itſeif. 


diſturbance to the public. W ith. regard 
to the members of both Honſas of Par- 
:hament, ye ttuſted that thejr wiſdom, and 


moderation would have :diſpoſedithem«to _ 


teſcne the Statute Book from penal acts 


N A diſgrace to it, te Have 


Ez N — 


zand which might have been granted 
Vitbent the ſhadow of injury, danger, or 
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given relief to a peaceable body of men, 
who did not deſerve to be marked out 


by the laws, as criminals, hateful to the 
ſtate. As to the biſhops in particular, 


we had been taught to expect every thing 
from the mild and candid ſpirit of tlie 
preſent bench. We knew that the ſenti- 
"ments of all ranks of men were, for the 
moſt part, averſe to reſtraint and ſeverity 
in matters of religion; ; and we were not 
ignorant that Tol ERATIoN had lately 
lifted up her voice fo loudly in Faroje, 
as to be heard and attended to, even in 
arbitrary and popiſh governments, 
Encouraged by fo many flattering ap- 
pearances, v we ventured, with all humility - 
"and reſpect, to lay our caſe before the 
Le giſlature, and to ſolicit an enlargement 
of "the Toleration Act. The reſult of 
our application to Parliament is well 
Known. The bill drawn” up in our fa- 
vour, after having paſſed the Houſe of 
Commons, was rejected in the Houſe of 
Peers by a large majority. But not- 
withſtanding the mortification of a de- 


feat, there are ſome circumſtances which 
12 3 | | 8 8 5 we 


1 W 


CW) 


ve can reflect upon with pleaſure, as not 
1 little honourable to our. cauſe. It is 


undoubtedly a great credit to the bill, 


that it went through the Lower Houſe 
with ſo general a concurrence. The free 


and unbiaſſed voice of the repreſentatives 
of the people was ſtrongly in its favour ; 
and that is a matter which muſt appear 
important in the public eye, and, we 
truſt, will not be deſtitute of valuable 
effects. The reaſonableneſs and equity 
| of our en were well debated and 

nobly 


» The motion for "eek to bring in | the bill was made 
by fir Henry Hoghton, a gentleman of irreproachable 
integrity, of a cultivated underſtanding, and a liberal 


mind ; and it was ſeconded by Sir George Savile, whoſe _ 
eminent abilities and character are univerſally known, - 


and acknowledged. The ſpeakers in favour of the bill, 
at different times, beſides the above- mentioned gentle- 
men, were Frederic Montagu, Eſq. the Right Hon. 


George Onſlow, Efq. the Hon. Conſtantine John Phipps, 


Eſq.Edmund Burke, Eſq. the Right Hon. Lord Viſcount 


Clare, Jeremiah Dyſon, Eſq. John Sawhridge, Eſq. Sir 


Joſeph Mawbey, Bart. the Hon. Stephen Fox, Eſq. 


Charles Woolfranc Cornwall, Efq. Sir William Me: 


redith, Bart, Colonel Jennings, James Harris, Eſq. 


Richard Whitworth, | Eſq. the Right Hon. George 


Rice, Eſq. and the Right Hon. Lord John Cavendiſh. 


Thete are names which do honour to our cauſe. Many 


— * — mm ' 
2 2 — r — 
n * n 1 — — —— af 
... ͤ r 
— "5407 * 3 = — — * — 2 
1 
— . IST 


2 8 
1 "RS 


— —— — ——— re — — ” ew 6-45 ” 
8 


. * 
Ty, PP IIs * 1 


2 2 . = 
3 ie ee 7 : 
n eee et nc EIS eee Ar 
WL 


wy — —— 
2 2 2 
n — = 2 


—— — — * 
0 — —— <> moi eee 
* 7 


02/9 op Ts rt 7s 
7 IE AWD . 8 
2 ——_— „ ably eren 
< 6 - L 9 8 
hs 8 - + Wh 1 * 
. * 5 4 
” "So rig N # +1 * 1 


n 


. ) | 

nobly 5 in both houſes T Aid 
none will dare to deny, that with us were” 
the moſt able, Judicious, and eloquent 3 
ſpeakers, I proceed not to the diſtinct cele- 
bration of particular names, becauſe I am 
- incapable 7 dbitig juſtice to their cha- 
racters and merit; bur they ate ſuch as 
will carry down the biſtory of our appli- 
cation with honour even to the renioteft 
times. We have the peculiat ſatisfaction 
of knowing that the 06 greateſt of the 
law lords # divided for the commitment 
of the bill ; an evident proof that they 
conſidered the principle it went upon as 
the proper object of legiſlation, and the 
KLauſe it was intended to ſupport as the 
cauſe of equity and good government: On 
the one ſide were truth, reaſon, elo 
quence, juſtice, and Religion; on the 
other meinders, of the moſt diſtinguiſhed capacities and 
- merit, were ready to aye ſpoken in its ſupport-; but 
the oppoſition to the 1 in the Hoyſe of Commons was 
fv feeble as to render a'farther diſplay of regſod and elo+ 


quence totally unneceſſary. ; 
+ The ſpeakers for the bill, is the Houſe of Lords; 


wete the four noble peers to whom the author bath _ 
the liberty of inſcribing this publication, 
„Lord — and Lord Camden. 


other 


1 
a HE C OPPROBRIA——DICL 
' POTUISS$E—moſt of the temporal peer 
and ALL THE BIsHo rs“. 

But notwithſtanding theſe pleatiogand. 
honourable circumſtances, our adverſa- 


ries have abundant reaſon to rejoice. It 
might, however, have been expected 
that they would have ſatisfied themſelves 


with privately exulting at our defeat; but 
that, it ſeems, was not a ſufficient diſ- 
play of their triumph. In the pride of 
parliamentary victory, they have thought 
proper to take up the pen againſt us, and 
to attack us, with all the formality of 
eccleſiaſtical pedantry, upon the MAT= 
TER, the MANNER, and the TIME of 
our application. It was not, perhaps, 
wiſe in them, to move a controverſy. 
which might atherwiſe have lain dor- 
mant. If we had been permitted to 


return quietly to our miniſterial labours 
and ſtudies, we might have waited in ſi- 


lence for a more favourable opportunity 
of urging our cauſe. But fince we are 


* All the bilkops \ hs; were . in the Houſe of 
Peers, or who ordered their proxies to be gien. 
0, _ wantonly 


— 
— 


bp 5 * 56 5 
wantonly provoked to the conteſt, let us 
engage in it with alacrity and temper, and 
attend ſomewhat more particularly to the 
MATTER, | the MANNE®, and the TIME 

of our application. Dy 5 8% 
As to the MATTER of our application, 
THAT ſhould ſeem to be ſufficiently vin 
dicated by what hath already been offered. 
The reaſons for it are ſo ſtrong and 
weighty, that it might be expected every 
candid perſon would acknowledge that 
we had juſt cauſe for applying to Par- 
liament. What could be a more proper 
requeſt to legiſlature than to be delivercd 
from a ſubjection to laws, which, con- 
ee, cannot be put into execution ? 
But fince particular difficulties have been 
ſtarted upon this head, it may not be 
amiſs to pay them ſome degree of at- 5 
tention. 
One objection which hath been — 
againſt the late application of the Diſ- 
ſenting Miniſters, is drawn from the Act 
of Toleratign. That Act, it ſeems, is 
a a law of the ſtate, which 
hath fixed bounds for ever to the exer-. 
ciſe 
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ciſe of liberty of conſcience, and deter- 
mined what doctrines ſhould always be 
held by the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
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of every denomination, in this country. 4 
But what foundation can there be for Ii 
ſuch a repreſentation of things? That 11 
toleratiqn is eſſential to every well-formed Mall 
ſyſtem of government will moſt readily | 1 
be granted. Is it not, then, a ſtrange 
poſition, that a partial and defective To- "if 1 
leration ought not, and even cannot be 171 
extended! 11106 
Me have ſhewn that tat the of * L 1 1 
dulgence, which paſſed in the beginning ; j 
of the reign of king William and queen 


Mary, evidently partook of the imperfect 


ideas of the times; that men were not, at 1 
that period, ſufficiently enlightened to 1 

191 
grant a greater degree of 3 ſree- 1 


dom; and that the principal part of the 11 
Diſſenters did not wiſh to be exempted 115 

from doctrinal ſubſcriptions. But what 

right had the legiſlators of that age to ſet- 

tle the limits of toleration ſo abſolutely, 
as to ſay, HIT HERTO SHALT THOU GO, 

AND No FARTHER ? If THEY thought 

0 | * 
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that it was neceſſary to ſobſcribe certain 
teſts, in order to be admitted to any li- 
berty of worſhip, they had no authori - 
ty to determine, that ſuch ſubſcription 
ſhould always be conſidered as eſſentiab to 


che enjoyment of the public protection. 


The confining of indulgence to the be- 
lief of particular tenets, or to a declara- 
tion of aſſent to human articles, was, at 
that time, contrary to the principles of 
teoſon, legiſlation, Chriſtianity, and Pro- 
teſtantiſm; but to have pretended to fix 
theſe terms for future periods, fo that it 
ſhould; not be in the power of ſucceeding 
generations to alter or reverſe them, would 
have been abſurd in the higheſt degree. It 
would have been contrary to the princi- 
ples upon which the Reformation Was 
founded, and upon which alone it could 
be juſtiſied: and, alſo, to the. very ſpirit 
and deſign of the Act of Toleration itſelf. 


We hall have occaſion to conſider the 


principles of the Reformation hereafter. 
With tegard to the Act of Toleration, its 


intention was, to give relief to ſuch ſeru - | 


1246 ing conſeiences as then exiſted: when. 
therefore, 


% * 


4 


therefore, other ſeruples of conſcience 
ariſe among men, who are upright and 


EE: 


peaceable members of the community, it 


is agreeable to the genius and meaning of 
that act, that ſach caſes: ſhould' be pro- 
vided for. I could wiſh ts be informed; 

how long this idea of its being #'pattum 
conventurn, never, in any reſpect, to be 


improved, hath' been ſtarted: I have not 
before met with it in the courſe of my 


reading, and believe that it hatfi not been 
advanced by any gentleman learned in the 
law. It evidently ſeems to be an EyIscos 


PAL invention, produeed, without the co- 


Jour of reaſon or equity, to prevent the 


ſucceſs of the late application. However 


high and reſpectable, therefore, may be 
the rank of the perſons ffom whom the 
notion proceeded, and however largely it 
may have lately been inſiſted upon, I beg 
leave to diſmiſs it with contempt, as big 
with abſurdity and injuſtice; as repug- 
nant to every proper idea of the nature of 
Chriſtianity, the end of civil government, 


and the a wen! deuter of Tokery> 
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ſoothes chingss which bath been much 
: pos, ins that the declaration pro- 
poſed to the legiſlature, in the room of 
the ſubſcription heretofore required, is 
evaſive and unſatisfactory ; but neither of 
theſe epithets can juſtly be applied to it. 
45 We DECLARE, AS IN THE PRESENCE | 
oP ALMiGuTY Gon, THAT WE BELIEVE: 
THAT THE Holy SCRIPTURES OF THE 
OLD AND New TESTAMENT CONTAIN 
| A REVELALION OF THE MIND AND WILL 
or GoD, AND THAT WE RECEIVE THEM | 
MN HAS RULE OF OUR FAITH AND PRAC= 
FiCE.: Now what can be a more ex- 
plicit declaration of our Chriſtian and 
Proteſtant principles ? To afſert® as hath 
been aſſerted, that it may be made by a 
Deiſt, a Mohammedan, or a Papiſt, is 
very unjuſt. Can an infidel ſay, that he 
believes that the holy Scriptures, of the 
Old and New Teſtament, contain 4 reve- 
lation of the mind and will of God, and 
that he receives them as THE rule of HIS 
faith and practice? Can a Mohammedan, 
whoſe ſtandard of doctrine and worſhip is 
the . pretend that the holy Scrip- 
tures 


( 6 S 


tures of the Old and New Teſtament are 
THE rule of nis faith and practice? Or 


can the Roman Catholic, who holds the 
infallibility of the Pope, or of general 
councils, and who maintains the autho- 
rity of the traditions of the church, de- 


clare that the Scriptures are THE rule of 


Hs faith and practice? It is impoſſible, 
that any of theſe perſons can ſubſcribe the 


declaration with truth. They cannot do 


it, conſiſtently with. the principles they 
profeſs to embrace. In ſhort; by this de- 
claration, Diſſenting Miniſters do, Bona 
F1DE, proclaim, that they are Chriſtians 
and Proteſtants, nd appeal to the great 
- Searcher” of hearts för the integrity” of 


their conduct. With regard to any charge, 
or infinuation to the contrary, I beg leave 
to borrowof Lord Chatham the beſt words 
that can be uſed upon the ſubject: 


«©. Whoever thinks fo, thinks uncharita- 
1 bly; and Whoever ſays 16, without 
60 proof. is guilty of defamation.“ 11 


With regard to Popery, it ſhould allo 
be obſerved, that the Diſſenting Miniſters 


are ready to ſubſcribe the declaration re- 
en quired 
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quired by law; to which may be added, 
Ahat they chfEAR TOI IN take the oaths of 
allegiance and ſupremacy, and are will- 
ung to give all reaſonablle ſecurity to ga- 
_-vernment, -foritheir behaving an A mannor 
that ſhall juſtly entiile them to ãts protec- 
 1tien. Nothing more, therefore, ought 
to be required of them. With reſpect 
to matters of do tine, in particular, they 
an go no Farther in their ſubmiſſion to 
whe civil megiſtrate, than they have al- 
_-ready offered. Were they to go fartber, 
they would, as hath been ſlie un above, 
:depart from their profeſſed principles, as 
Chriſtians, Proteſtants, and Proteſtant 
- 1DiGenters,, Were they 10 go. farther, 
they would break the hond which holds 
_ athem together, and deſert the cauſe of 
„truth, of liberty, and Spe pra 
they ate united,  _ 
- 224A — | 
the Declaration aſſented / to hy the com- 
mittee, nat ias Hdifbelieving it, but as; be- 
ing a demand which dhe imagiſtrate has 
no right to make; and qa conceſſion, o 
7 hich WE, on our part, * not to ſub- 
mit, 


( 6) | 
| mit. In anſwer to theſe gentlemen,, 1 
| beg leave 1 to.obſerve, that my idea of To- 


deration is as large as theire, and that 1 


wiſh to ſee it granted in its full extent. 
Religion is the buſineſs of the heart, and 
to be efficacious myſt be vgluntary.. Re- 
ligion, in every form of it which is con- 
ſiſtent with the: ſafety of the :ſtate, has 


an unlimitel title to indulgenee. 1 do 


not, therefore, think that liberty of con- 
ſeience ought to he confined to Ohtiſtia- 


nity. I. am of opinion, hat the wagi- 


ſtrate hath-no right to-interpoſc in religi- 
us matters, ſo as to lay Au roſtraint 
pon, or toipreſeribe | avy teſt, to thoſe 
Who behaye as peaceable ſubjects. Icon- 


ider the Declaration as peefilefs, | with 


regard to Diſſenting Miniſters; and am 
fully perſuaded, that they have a juſt: anũ 
lunexceptionable claim to he tolerateil 


without it. In the fia th year of: the reign 


of king George the firſt, a Paleration was 
granted to the :Diffenters in Ireland, on 


the terms only of ſabſeribing the:Decla- E 


tration againſt Popery, and taking >the 


oaths. of 'allegiance nd 1 an 


10 | . | : - "thin 
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this appears to be a Keakty to the ſtate, 
which is abundantly. ſufficient. Its ſuffi- 
ciency has been proved, by the experience 
of more than half a century; during 
which, not the leaſt diſadvantage hath 
ariſen to government from granting li- 
berty of conſcience on ſuch generous 
principles. We know, too; that the Epiſ- 
copalians have been tolerated in Scotland 
upon the like terms. For theſe reaſons, 

I ſhould be better pleaſed if we could be 
admitted to the benefit of the Tolera- 
tion Act, upon the ſame conditions which 
are annexed to it in Ireland; and I ſhould 
have deemed it abſolutely my duty, to 
refuſe conceding to the Declaration of 
the bill, if I had apprehended, that it 

would have left any ſcrupulous brother 
in a worſe ſtate than he was in before. 
But as the committee were perſuaded 
| that this would not have been the caſe, 
and underſtood that ſome declaration 
ö was expected, they were dtſirous of ob- 
taining an important addition to religious 
| liberty, in a way which they believed 
conſiſtent with the univerſal principles 


( 65 ) 
of the Didenters, Let it be remember- 
ed, that it was not the buſineſs of the 
Diſſenting Miniſters, in their late appli- 
cation, to take upon them the cauſe of all 
mankind, however ſincerely they, might 


wiſh the moſt unlimited indulgence to 


the ſacred rights of conſcience. They 
were not conſtituted deputies of the whole 
human race, but appeared in the particu- 
lar character of Proteſtant Diſſenting Mi- 
niſters, and aſked the relief which was 
wiſhed for in that particular ſituation. 
Could they, therefore, juſtly object, or 


could they expect that any of their bre- 5 


thren would object to a declaration of the 
diſtinguiſhing and univerſal principles of 
the Diſſenting Clergy? Could they re- 

fuſe to tell their names and their profeſ- 
ſion? Could they heſitate, for the ſake of 


receiving an important benefit, to con- 


feſs a truth in which we all glory, THAT 
WE. BELIEVE THAT THE, Horx SCRIP= 
TURES OF THE OLD AND NRW TESTA- 
MENT CONTAIN A REVELATION OF TAE 
MIND AND WILL OF Gon, + AND THAT 


WE RECEIVE THEM AS THE RULE OF OUR |. 


F | FAITH 


* a > 2 9 — 2 
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FAITH AND: PRACTICE ? Whether the 


magiſtrate has, or has not, a right to aſl. 


us who, or what we are, can it be: crimi- 
nal in us to declare our common: denomi- 
nation and principle? Can it be criminal: 


in us to fay, that we are Chriſtians and 


Proteſtants? How far ſoever the magi- 
ſtrate might go out of his province, in 
demanding a ſubſcription to ſuch a decla- 
ration as that of the late bill, our compli- 


| ance with his demand would not be a re- 


nunciation of the general principle of Diſ- 
ſenting Miniſters. It would neither im- 
ply an acknowledgement of the authority 
by which the requiſition is made, nor be 
a ſubmiſſion to a human. formulary. The 
declaration cannot, I think, be conſider- 
ed, with any degree of juſtioe, as a human 
formulary. We only profeſs by it our 
belief in the ſacred writings, and our re- 
ception of them as the rule of faith and 


| practice; in making which profeſſion, 


we: teſtify to the civil governor, that we 
admit of nq authority in religious mat- 


ters, but that of the Scriptures. Surely; 
y he: of a DIVINE 


Goes „ Aur Ho- | 


(%&) 


— thought it be in the pres 
ſence, and even at the requiſition of the 
magiſtrate, does not infer the acknow- 


ledgment of a human authority. It ap- 
pears to me that we are juſtified in declar- 


ing, at all times, and in all circum- 
ſtances, our obedience to a DIVINE Au- 


TRHoRTTY. As this is what we ſhould 
: ever be ready to maintain, though at the 


hazard of the greateſt temporal evils, ſo 
there can be no reaſon for refuſing to 


aſſert it, when the aſſertion of it is the 
means of avoiding the moſt ſevere cala- 
mities, and of obtaining the moſt impor- 
tant benefits. Indeed, the more J refſect 


upon the declaration, the more I am con- 
vinced that it is in reality, a diſavowal of 
human authority in matters of religion. 


It is ſo far from being inconſiſtent with 


our allegiance to our great Lord and 
Maſter, that it is an aſſertion of it, in the 


moſt explicit terms. What is it that uſu - 


ally, and as Chriſtians, we mean by hu- 
man authority, in matters of religion? Is 


it not the impoſition of Articles, Creeds, 
155 e and the inſiſting upon 


WW, - , terms 


* 
111 
: i j 
' 1.4 B 
+ $14 by | 
& + = 
* * 4 
: : g 
1 | F- 
5 
119 
Kg 
. iT 1. 7 
1 1 
= $ | : 
>. ) 4 
: * » 
851 2 
TH 7 
. | 
11 
: : 
11 
1 
11 
DOTS 
+ 548 2 
: * 
1 
* 1 
« 
q 
| 1 
1 
ft 
1 
14 
'F. 1 
1 1 
4 0 
oh 
i N | 
1 iF 
% 0 
E. | s 
SY: 1 
1 | 
t £ 
1. 
* by 
: 2:4 
1 i 
1 2 
4 
1 
5 bz 
l 


r 


(6) 


terms of , Communion, . which. our pleſſed 
Saviour hath not appointed? ? But by the 
Declaration we renounce, and enter our 
proteſt againſt any ſuch claim, and ſtand, 
up for the liberty to which we are called 


by the Goſpel. _ | 

If any of our worthy brethren mould 
Rill perfiſt in thinking the declaration a 
human formulary, I cannot conceive on 
what principle it can be regarded. in that 
light, except on account of its being ex- 
preſſed in human words. But it is the 
ſentiment contained in it which deter- : 
mines it to be. an aſſertion of the Divine 


| Authority, and not. merely the language 


in which tha ſentiment i is clothed. Un- 
leſs this were the caſe, it would not be 
ſufficient to exhibit the declaration even 
in the words of the New Teſtament, if 
thoſe words were taken from any tranſſa- 


tion. It would be neceſſary that it ſhould 


be given in the original, Greek, becauſe 


that, only 1s the Janguage of the inſpired 


writers. 1 - 
3 beg leave here to repeat; that I am hot 


pleading for the religious authority of the 


civil 


(9) 


civil Mmagifttate, Which I wi no means 
conſider as extending to the requiſition of 
the declaration agreed to 'by the commit- 
tee, however properly and Juſtly it might. 
be complied with on their part. The au- 
thority of the civil magiſtrate doth not 
reach to matters of conſcience.” Accord- 
ing to the trüe Principles of legiſlation 
and government, an act ought to be paſf- 


ed of general Toleration, and nothing re- 
| quired of any ſubject, or body of men, 


but a ſecurity for their peaceable behayi- 
our, as members of the community. 
Having, I hope, by theſe obſervations, 


ſet the conduct of the committee in a juſt 


light, 1 I return''to the objections of our 
common adverſaries. Agreeably to their 
declamations againſt the Declaration, as in- 
determinate and diſſatisfactory, they ſcarce- 
17 treat us as Chriſtians, and would infi- 
nuate that we are Deifts; but 1 am to- 
| rally ata loſs to conceive upon what plau- 
fible grounds they can throw out ſuch an 
inſinuation. The character of Chriſtians, 
and of Chriſtian Miniſters, isa character 
in which we rejoice and * "Ihe we 

FF - 5 0 


4 4x) 
are firm. believers in the divine religion of 
che Son of God, appęats ip our diſcourſes, 
appears in aur writings, and, we truſt, is 
viſible in our lives. Thoſe Diſſenting 
Miniſters who have attacked ſome of the 
doctrines of the church of England, with 
the greateſt freedom and boldneſs, havę 
25 undeniable proofs of their ſincerę 

ith in the Goſpel, and haye exerted 
themſelves, with ability and zeal, in de- 
fence of its ſacred authority. Some of the 
beſt vindications of the Chriſtian ręevela- 
tion haye come from men, who would 
have ſacrificed their lives rather than 
ſubſcribe the Thirty- nine Articles. In 
fact, where are infidels the moſt likely to 
be found; among the clergy of an eſtar 
| bliſkmeng, who are: inyited to conformity, 
by the proſpect of honours and rewards, 

or among Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters, 


Php, in general, can haye no motives, 


but e and 2 regard to a future 
ſtate, for chooſing a ſituation expoſed to 
mapy temporal inconyeniences and dif- 
gouragements? It would be invidious to 
eplarge hint this Hopi but mych might de 


09 


671 ) 
faid upon it, by one who is ACQUAINTED 
WITH THE WORLD. As to this infamous 
accuſation of Deiſm, brought againſt the 


Diſſenting Clergy, we might appeal, in 
confutation of it, to their numerous pro- 


ductions. We might appeal to the names 
of many perſons, of reſpectable and emi- 
nent characters, who are now no more. 


We might appeal to the names of ſeveral 


living worthies. But Mr. Mauduit hath 
diſcuſſed this matter ſo completely, in the 
concluſion of the third edition of his va- 


Iuable pamphlet, that it is needleſs to add 


a thing upon the ſubje&. 
Another very ran A 


urged againſt us, is, that if we refuſe to 


ſubſcribe the doctrinal Articles of the 
church of England, as reg uired by the To- 


leration Act, we renounce the title and 


character of Proteftants, This is a curi- 
ous diſcovery, which deſerves, no doubt, 


to be treated with all the reſpect that is 


due to the quarter from whence it came. 
PROTESTANT CHRISTIANITY, it ſcems, 


was fixed for the Diſſenters at the Re- 


volution. It was politively annexed 


1 2 
0 
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4.28) 
to ſome doctrines, which. at that pe- 
riod, were deemed important and fun- 
-damental; and. the leaſt departure from 
them totally deſtroys our Proteſtantiſm. 
But what then will become of many of 

the eſtabliſhed clergy, as well as of the 
Diſſenting Miniſters ? ; A number of the 
Eſtabliſhed Clergy have departed as noto- 
riouſly from the ſtandard of faith, pre- 
ſcribed: to them, as any of the Noncon- 
formiſts. The Miniſters of the national 
form. of religion, do, indeed, ſubſcribe the 
Thirty-nine Articles; but that will not 
render them true Proteſtants, becauſe 
Proteſſantiſm, according to the notion 
lately ſtarted, conſiſts in a belief of the 
doctrines impoſed upon the clergy in the 
reign of queen Elizabeth, and upon the 
Diſſenters at the, acceſſion of William 
and Mary. What havoc will this opi- 
nion make among many of the brighteſt 
Juminaries of the church of England, and 
What deſtruction in the writings of thoſe 
ho have been juſtly dene the ableſ 
pdverſarics 00 ee 


But 
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Ti) 
ut let us examine what is the true na- 
ture of Proteſtantiſm, and what are the 
real principles on which it is founded. I 
had always underſtood, that a Proteſtant 
was one who rejected the abſurdities; cor- 
ruptions, and abominations of.the church 
of Rome; and who appealed to the 
Scriptures, as the ſole rule of faith and 
practice. This I found aſſerted in a thou- 
ſand writers, and the truth of it is evi- 

dent from the whole hiſtory of the Re- 
formation. Teſtimonies to this purpoſe 
might be produced from a great number 
of valuable authors, foreign and domeſtic, 
reaching through a period of two: hun- 
dred and fifty years. But I ſhall content 
myſelf with producing one teſtimony from 
a writer of the preſent age; a teſtimony 
high. cannot but he thought deciſive, be- 
cauſe it is that of a dignitary af the eſta- 
bliſhment, whoſe orthodoxy hath never 
been called in queſtion. I mean the truly 
ingenious and learned Dr. Hurd, whoſe 
beautiful critical writings, and admirable 
dialogues, are well known to every man 
of taſte in this country, and, who hath 

18815 55 lately 
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- ( 74 ) 
lately done conſiderable fervice to the 
cauſe of religion by his Introduction to 
the Study of the Prophecies. In the 
twelfth ſermon of that Introduction *, he 
obſerves, that this concluſion, that 


% Taz Porz 1s ANTICERIST, and that 


4 SOLE RULE OF CHRISTIAN FAITH, 


were the Two. great principles on 


s which the Reformation was originally 
4 founded.” In the latter of theſe prin - 


ciples the Diſſenters are united without a 


ſingle exception ; and 1 believe that they 
hold the former more ſtrongly and -univer- 
ſally than any other nun of ne 


. ee * 


But if theſe ate Ihe great nissan of | 


| who Reformation, may we not ſafely aſk, 


whether the coming up to the ſtandard of 
doctrines required to be ſubſcribed by the 
Act of Toleration, can be necofary to our 
deſerving the character of genuine Prote- 
Nants ? May we not affert, that ſuch of 
the non-fubſcribipg Diſſenting Miniſters as 
are not Calviniſts have a juſt claim to as 


kh rage 420, ſecond edition. 
4 charac- 


| (26:8 © 
charager ? We declare, in the moſt expli-. 
cit terms, for the right of private judg= 
ment, the ſuificiency of Scripture, and the 
ſole religious authority of our Lord and 
Maſter Jeſus. Chriſt. We proteſt againſt 
the impoſing ſpirit of the Church af 
Rome, and againſt all her pretenſions to 
_ jofallibility and dominion. We proteſt 
againſt her monſtrous abſurdities; her 
ſhameful corruptions, and her contempti- ik 
ble ſuperſtitions, We proteſt againſt her 14 
horrid cruelties and bloody perſecutions. 14. 
We proteſt againſt the claim and exerciſe 119 
of any ſimilar authority over the faith ani 
conſciences of men. We proteſt againſt 9 [ 
making the Thirty-nine Articles, or any = 
other human formulaties the ſtandards f 
belief, as ſubverſive of the eſſential prin- 
eiples of the Reformation: and, finally, 3 
we proteſt againſt the ſcandalous injuſtice | 
of not being treated as Proteſtants. ' - 
As to the inſinuations which are ocea- 
ſionally thrown out with regard to Aris 
aniſm and Socinianiſm, it hath already 
been ſhewn that they are impertinent and 


eee, They are, in fact, only the 
| _"_— 
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artifices of perſons who wich to reduce the 
preſent queſtion, about the Extent of To- 

leration, to a debate concerning doctrines, 
with which it has not the leaſt connec- 
tion. Arians and Socinians, according \ to 
every principle of religion and policy, 

have as full a right to freedom of conſci- 
ence as any men, as any other Chriſtians 
whatever. It is, indeed, totally deſtruc- 
tive of liberty to confine Toleration to 
particular tenets of the Goſpel, however 
important ſuch tenets may be in a religious 
view. When the civil magiſtrate makes 
the belief of certain doctrines the con- 
dition of his protection and indulgence, 
he goes out of his province: he aſſumes 
a power to which he hath' no claim from 
the nature of his office, and the exerciſe of 
which is equally injurious to the honour 

of the Supreme Being, and to the happt- 
neſs of mankind. | It ought ever to be re- 
membered, that God is able to maintain 
his own cauſe; and that truth only re- 
quires a fair and candid hearing in order 
to preſerve its ground, and finally to 
ers. over all oppoſition. To aſſert 
93514; 1.5 that 


K 
chat the fundamental doctrines of the 
Goſpel ſtand in need of the aid of human 
laws to ſupport them, is the higheſt re- 
flection upon thoſe doctrines. We have 
the aſſurance of our bleſſed Saviour, THAT: 
THE GATES, OF HELL SHALL ver PRE- 
; VAIL AGAINST HIS CHURCH *; and this is 
an infinitely better ſecurity than the ARM 
oF, FLESH. It is raſh and impious for 
men to. touch, with their unhallowed 
hands, under the vain pretence of keeping 
it from being ſhaken, that ark of God 
which is ſuſtained by alwighty power ; 
and it behoves them to reflect how highly 
offenſive ſuch. a conduct. muſt be to the 
Majeſty of heaven and earth. In fact, this 
maintenance of doctrines, by fines and im 
priſonments, by penalties and pains, in- 
flead of being favourable to the intereſts 
of truth and piety, hath been prejudicial 

to them in the higheſt degree. It hath. 
been the ſource of the moſt determined in- 
fidelity, and of numberleſs errors. It hath 
been the ſource of endleſs diviſions and 
animoſities, and of cruelties and perſecu- 
| Matt. xvi. 18. „ b 

| tions, 
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deus, which are an indelible en to 
* hiſtory of mankind. 855 - 
bad in oppofition 6 his 5008 pet 
tation of things, an afarming picture is 
ſet = cough us of the dreadful conſequences 
which muſt have enſued from am enlarge- 
ment of the Toleration Act. The reſult 
of it, we are told, would have been the 
utmoſt diſcord and confuſion. A man, 
however, who hath any knowledge of the 
world, cannot help ſmiling at ſuch terri- 
ble apprehenſfions, when there would not 
have been the leaſt ſhadow of danger. 
That there would not have been the leaft 
ſhadow of danger, hath-been already de- 
termined by long experience. The li- 
berty pleaded for hath: been granted by 
connivance; and it is allowed, that it 
muft continue to be granted in that man- 
ner. But what danger could be appre- 
hended- from that which Kath already 
ſubſiſted for a number of years, and which 
muſt, confeſſedly, ſtill ſubſiſt? Phe truth 
of the eaſe is, that if our requeſt had 
been complicd with, the moſt perfect 


tranquillity would have enſued. If the 
2 . dill 


EL 
bilk had pafſed both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, and received the royal aſſent, it 


the ſtate and the church. The minds of 
Nonconformiſts would have been more 

and more conciliated to the eſtabliſhe- 
ment, and leſs diſpoſed to attack it with 


| ſeverity: The conſequences would have 


been entirely favourable and friendly to 
the public mode of religion, but not 
otherwiſe ſo to Diſſenting Miniſters and 
| Schoelmaſters, than as they would have 
been put into a legal ſituation. 


To affert, however, that to put us _ 
ſuch a ſituation is not likely to produce 


inconveniencies, is: treated with con- 
tempt; and it is thrown out that the 
preſent laws are a reſtraint on our paſ- 


ſions. But let us be permitted to. ſay 
that this is a miſtake. The perſiſting to 


threaten, though there be no inten tion 


to ſtrike, may irritate, but will not fi- 
lence a liberal mind. I am perſuadet 
that ſeveral of my brethren will deliver 
their ſentintnts the more freely in con- 


WM ſequence 


would: ſcarcely have been talked of T 
few days after, except to the honour of 
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of liberty and humanity; and hopes that 
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ſequence of the Denial which hath been 


given to their juſt and reaſonable requeſt 


whereas otherwiſe they might have Been 
induced to hold their peace by the dic- 
tates of gratitude, and the obligations of 
civility. The lenity of the governors of 


the church might have ſoothed us to re- 


poſe; but we will not be AWE-STRUCK 
by their ſeverity. If the clergy imagine 
that they can affright us from an open 


| exhibition of our opinions on every ſub- 


ject of religion, and on every queſtion, in 
which the rights of conſcience are con- 
cerned; by the terrors of penal laws, let 


them be aſſured, that they are unac- 


quainted with our characters. If the 


ptayer of our caſe. had been granted, the 


author of the preſent tract, who hath been 


led, by inclination and duty, to the ſtudy 


of critical and hiſtorical learning, would 
probably never have engaged in any doc- 
trinal controverſy, or in any diſpute with 


the national eſtabliſhment. But he now 


eſteems himſelf bound, by the moſt ſa- 
cred ties, to ſtand up in the inj jured cauſe 
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he hall always be ready to embrace evety 
proper occaſion of appearing publicly in 


ſupport of what he apprehends to be the 
intereſts of truth, Chriſtianity, and man- 
kind. 

But were it a fact that the nevi laws 
are a reſtraint upon our paſſions, the con- 
tinuance of them could not be juſtified 
by that conſideration. It will not be a ſuf- 
ficient vindication of the ſtatutes in queſ- 


tion, that they may oblige us to be filent 
upon certain religious topics, if the ſtatutes 


themſelves are unreaſonable and iniqui- 
tous. Laws ought ever to come recom- 
| mended by their own fitneſs and equity. 


What is the end of penal ſtatutes in par- 
ticular? The proper intention of them 


evidently is, to reſtrain and puniſh ſuch of · 
fences as endanger the ſafety of the ſtate, 
or are injurious to the perſons and pro- 


perties of men. To make laws, there - 


fore, for the reſtraint and puniſhment of 


actions, which are not inconſiſtent with | 
the e public peace and welfare, muſt be 


the height of abſurdity and tyranny. 
As it Was e obſerved, by a 
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great orator ®, in the Houſe of Commons, 
« He that hath not a right to ſtrike, 
* hath not a right to threaten.” , If laws 
in terrorem were allowed, laws which 
denounce penalties that ought not to be 
exacted, a wide field would be opened 
for injuſtice and oppreſſion. It would be 
impoſſible to know where to ſtop. Penal 
ſtatutes ought to take their riſe and their 
continuance from the true principles of 
legiſlation and government, and not from 
the angry paſſions of men. Leaſt of all, 
ſhould they take their riſe and their con- 
tinuance from the religious prejudices or 
fancied intereſts of eccleſiaſtics, who have 
generally been the perſons the moſt narrow 
in their views of e _ even of hu- 


| manity. * 

| Such, W is * 0 of 

mankind, and ſuch the imperfect progreſs 

1 of legiſlation, that, in certain periods of 

| ſociety, abſurd and cruel laws will make 

1 their way into the. ſtatute books of moſt WM 

3 countries. What then is to be done in N 
| * Mr. Burke. 3 Y 

| . caſes 

it | I 
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caſes of this kind ? It would be the wiſ⸗ 

dom, and ought to be the buſineſs, of 
political governors to repeal unjuſt laws, 

as ſoon as their evil nature and tendency 

are ſeen, and it is found improper to 
carry them into execution. But it is not 

probable that this ſhould ſpeedily be done; 

becauſe ſtateſmen are too deeply en- 
gaged in the purſuit of their particular 
intereſts to be forward in beginning the 

work of reformation. Penal ſtatutes, 
therefore, which are ſo unjuſt and ſe- 

vere that humanity bluſhes at their being 
put in force, will and muſt be permitted, 
in a conſiderable degree, to go into dif- 

uſe. But when the perſons who are agg 
grieved or endangered by them petition 
for their repeal, the repeal of them ought 

immediately to be granted. 

Among the other evil conſequences of 
an extended Toleration, it is infinuated, 
that Diſſenting Miniſters might become 
with impunity the preachers of ſedition. 
But what ground is there for ſuch an in- 
vidious ſurmiſe, when it is well known 
that they are willing to give ſecurity for 
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their peaceable ſubjection to the civil ma- 
giſtrate? They are not diſpoſed to bring 
matters of policy and government into the 
pulpit: and though one worthy brother * 
hath been provoked to throw out, in a 
ſermon, dictated by genius and ſpirit, 
the language of manly indignation, let 
it be remembered that this was the reſult 
of liberty's being refuſed, not of its be- 
ing enlarged. Our chief, I may venture 
to ſay, our ſole political diſcourſes, except 
on the ſeaſons occaſionally appointed by 
the ſtate for public faſts and thankſgiv- 
ings, relate to the fifth of November and 
the firſt of Auguſt, | On theſe days, we 
are copious in our celebration of the glo- 
rious revolution in 1688, and the happy 
acceſſion of the illuſtrious houſe of Hano- 
ver in 1714. Our encomiums upon Wil- 


lam the Third, George the Firſt, and 


George the Second, - are expreſſed with 
all the ardor of veneration and affection; 
nor are we negligent in diſplaying our 

gratitude and zeal with regard to the 


Mr. Radcliff, | | 
prince 


6 95 ) 


prince who now adorns the Britiſh 


| throne. Theſe things, we hope, will 
not be imputed to us as crimes, or be 
_ conſidered as objections to our enjoying 


the protection and ng of the moon 


- 


government. | 
But the eſtabliſhed clergy, it ſeems, 
have reaſon to be alarmed, leſt, in the 
courſe of human events, the Diſſenting 


Miniſters ſhould get into power; and 


then what would become of the members 
of the Church of England? It is inti- 


mated, that they might be in danger of 
being expelled, or even exterminated, as 


idolaters. If there is a probability of our 


becoming formidable, wiſdom and po- 
licy, perhaps, would ſay, that men who 
may one day be uppermoſt, ought to be 
treated with lenity and indulgence while 
in a ſtate of fubjection, that they may 
be diſpoſed to make ſuitable returns of 
forbearance and kindnefs. But our wor- 


In the firſt place, there is no probability 


of our obtaining any ſuperiority or do- 


G 3 minion 5 


thy friends of the eftabliſhment may diſ- 
miſs every kind of fear, for two reaſons. 
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minion ; ſo that the biſhops and digni- 
taries, of the preſent age at leaſt, may 
reſt in perfect tranquillity. Secondly, 
if ever we ſhould get into power, and 
even think the Chorch « of England to be 
idolatrous, which is by no means a ge- 
neral or common ſentiment among us, 


we are perſuaded that Toleration ought, 


to. be extended to idolaters. In this point 


we. have. the. honour of agreeing with a 
prelate * of diſtinguiſhed genius and li- 
terature: and in this point we diſagree 
with another great prelate, though, in 
other reſpects, we have the higheſt eſteem 
for his abilities, harasterz karnings and 


writings ; oy 
It is farther obig n to hs T8 ppli- 


cation, that only A ſmall number. of Mi- 
” niſters were, concerned i in it, ſa that the 
relief deſired might almaſt be conſidered 
as a perſonal favour. The beſt anſwer to 
this objection is briefly. to mention a 
ey Ben CO At a eee of the 


* pe. — biſhop of . i 
"6 Dr. Lowth, biſhop of Oxtord.. E 
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1 
general body of the three denominations 
of Preſbyterians, Independents, and An- 


tipœdo- baptiſts, in and about London, 


held at the Library in Red- croſs- ſtreet, 


March 4th, 1772, fifty being preſent, it 
was, reſolved, That the taking off the 


Subſcription required of Proteſtant Diſ- 


ſenting Miniſters, and the obtaining re- 
lief for Tutors and School-maſters, are 


very defirable and important. objects; 


that application ſhould be made to Par- 
liament for theſe purpoſes ; and that a 


committee be choſen to manage the af- 
fair, with power to ſummon the general 
body as they ſhall ſee occaſion. To theſe 


_ reſolutions only one perſon diſagreed. On 


the following day, about twenty other 
miniſters met at the Library, and ex- 
| preſſed to the chairman of the committee 
their. approbation of, and concurrence in 
the qeſign; and I do not recollect that 
the original vote hath been impugned 
at any ſubſequent aſſembly, by the few 
who. have appeared diſſatisfied with the 
conduc of the committee, The approved 
miniſters of the. three denominations, in 
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and about London, are ninety- five. Bee 
fides thoſe who concurred from the be- 
ginning i in the application to Parliament, 


others have appeared on the ſame fide of 


the queſtion at ſucceeding meetings; and 
ſeveral, who by age, illneſs, or yariqus cir- 


cumſtances, were preveuted from attend- 


ing at all, have given undoubted proofs 
of their hearty aſſent to the ſcheme, It 


| happened, indeed, that, during the proſe- 


cution of the affair, a ſmall number ob- 
jected to the management of the com- 
mittee. One gentleman diſſiked the mak 
ing of any Declaration at all, as being an 
improper conceſſion to the ſtate in matters 
of religion. Others were diſpleaſed that 
the Declaration precluded an open pro- 
feſſion before the civil magiſtrate of their 
firm belief of the doctrinal articles of the 


Church of England; nor did they ap- 


proye of the Teſtimonial required by the 
till, apprehending it might be converted 
to the prejudice of ſome worthy men of 


the Methodiſtical ſtamp, who, though not 
regularly admitted among us, might 


fgcfire ip qualify under the character of 
 Difſenting 


13 „ 
Diſſenting Miniſters; an apprehenſion 
which, to me, appears not to have the 
leaſt foundation. But let what will be 
thought of theſe different objections, it 
is certain, that there never were more 
than fix hands held up in the way of op- 
_ poſition, upon any account, in any queſ- 
tion whatever; an union this, which, I 
believe, hath not been found in any other 
meaſure of fo public a nature. To this 
it may be added, that there is not a fingle 
perſon in the body, who profeſſes to wiſh 
that his brethren, who lie under difficul= 
ties with reſpect to the Toleration Act, 
may be left ſubject to its penalties . 
This great unanimity is by no means 
eonfined to the Difſenting Clergy in or 
near the city of London. The juſt and 
important reaſons which determined the 
Miniſters of the metropolis and of the 
places adjacent, to take up the matter 
ſomewhat ſuddenly, and late in the ſeſ- 
ban of Parliament, prevented that uni- 


* For the conſideration of the conduct of the few gen · 
tlemen who appeared as neutrals, the author _ to 
Dr. Stennet' $ excellent pamphlet. | 


A 
verſal application to their brethren in 
- the country, which , was, originally in- 
tended; but the members of the com- 
Mittee, and other perſons, had an opporr 
xunity.of applying to a conſiderable num- 
ber of them in different parts of the 
kingdom, and received, in return, their 
entire approbation and hearty encourage- 
ment. Many letters were tranſmitted to 


this purpoſe; and it appeared hy ſtriking 


facts how zealous they were in the cauſe. 
The moſt agreeable proofs have ſince. 
been received of their uniting with us in 
the ſame wiſhes, and of their having the 
fame ſentiments with regard to the pro- 
priety of an application for the removal of 
| Subſcription; ſo that we have the greateſt 
reaſon to think and aſſert, that the Diſ- 
ſenting Miniſters throughout England 
and Wales are equally ſollicitous with 
their brethren in and about London, to 
obtain an enlargement of the Toleration 
AR, and equally approve. of taking pro- . 
per meaſures to ne 55 defarabie and 5 
important a an 2 rang | 


i 


But 
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But. were it a fact, that only a noe 
of the Diſſenting Miniſters had ſolicited 
relief i in the matter of Subſcription, this 
ought not to have prevented their ſucceſs. 
Their cauſe would have reſted on its own 
reaſonableneſs and equity, in independently of 
numbers. The grievance 1s perſonal, and 
therefore every fingle man hath a right 


to. ſeck redreſs. He hath a title alſo, on 


| the principles of juſtice and ſound policy, 
to be heard, and attended. to, in his peti- 
tion. The arguments in favour of a libe- 
ral Toleration apply to all, however few, 
whoſe religious ſentiments are different 
from eſtabliſhed opinions, or who cannot 
conſcientiouſly ſubſcribe. teſts of human 
| compoſition, . 
The enlargement of the Toleration Ad 
is a matter of great importance, not only 


to the Difſenting Clergy, but, likewiſe, 


to the Diſſenters in general, The Diſſen- 


ters believe, that the cauſe in which they 
are engaged, is the cauſe of truth, of 


ſcriptural Chriſtianity, and of religious 


115 T hey, #pprehend,. that the. {ers 
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that way which is moſt agreeable to the 
rule of the Goſpel, and beſt adapted to 
their ſpiritual improvement. They chooſe 
their Minifters with this view, that they 
may deliver the genuine doctrines of te- 
velation, and maintain the purity and 
end of its wotſhip. Muſt not the Diſſen- 
ters, therefore, regard it as an object of 

the higheſt moment, that the teachers 
whom they appoint for ſuch valuable pur- 
poſes, ſhould have a legal privilege of 
diſcharging their duty? Can it be a mat- 
ter of indiffererice to them, that their 
Clergy are ſubject to penal laws for ſup- 
porting and conducting the very things 
they have choſen them to ſupport and 
conduct? Can they be unconcerned about 
the- effential civil rights of men, with 
whom they have fo important and inti- | 
mate a connection? We may reſt aſſured, 
that they will not be deficient in the moſt 
zealous efforts to get their Miniſters de- 
| Hvered from the diſgraceful and hazardous 
fituation, in which they, at preſent, lie. 
I the penal ſtatutes ſhould be enforced, 
the bitte cannot have the inſtructions 
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and ordinances of religion diſpenſed: in 

that. manner, which they conſider as a- 
greeable to the model of the New Teſta» 
ment, and as beſt calculated to promote 

their Chriſtian edification, In propor- 
tion, therefore, to the ſuperiority of ſpi- 
ritual concerns to temporal, of the next 
world to this, muſt be the importance, 
in their eſtimation, of having Toleration 

fixed upon a firm and extenſive baſis. 

In another view, the abolition of the 
penal ſtatutes is highly momentous to the 
Lay-difſenters ; and that is, with reſpect 
to the education of their children. We 
need not repeat what hath already been 

ſaid, how deſirable it muſt be to parents 
to bring up their children in the way 

which is agreeable to their own ſenti- 

ments and principles of truth and duty. 

But this cannot be done by the Diſſenters 
conſiſtently with the preſent laws. If 
they take a private tutor into their fami- 

. lies, who has not obtained a licence from 
the archbiſhop, biſhop, or ordinary. of the 
dioceſe, and who has not ſubſcribed a 
Declaration, that he wall conform to the 
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liturgy of the church of England, he i 


liable, "for the firſt offence, of inſtructing | 


his pupil or pupils, to three months im- 


priſonment, without bail; and for every 


ſubſequent offence, beſides the like im- 
| priſonment for three months, - he is ſub- 


ject to a forfeiture of five pounds to the 


king. If they ſend their children to thoſe 


ſchoolmaſters, who have not ſubſcribed - 


the Declaration above mentioned, or to 


any perſons, of either ſex, who do not 
frequent the divine ſervice eſtabliſhed by 


the laws of this kingdom, the penalty, in 


the firſt caſe, is the being utterly diſabled, 


and, ipſo facto, deprived of their ſchools; 
and, in the ſecond caſe, the ſum of forty 
pounds is forfeited for every offence. The 
object, therefore, of the late application 


to parliament, was, In this ſurvey of it, 


ſo eminently intereſting to the whole bo- 


28 dy of Diſſenters, that, in any future ap · 
plication, it will juſtly demand their 


united attention, zeal, and activity. 

With regard to the Miniſters who 
were unfriendly to their brethren in the 
late affair, and endeavoured to prevent the 
ſolicited 


r | ” 


ſolicited relief, let me be permitted to 


ſuggeſt. that it behoves them to take 


care, that they do not inadvertently in- 
Jure themſelves. The time, perhaps, is 
approaching, when the Thirty-nine Ar- 
ticle$ will be reviſed and altered. A 
ſcheme of this kind is in agitation among 
the governors of the church; and if it 


| ſhould be carried into execution, there 


can be little doubt but that ſtrict· Calvi- 
niſm will he excluded, and an Armi- 
nian turn given to the eſtabliſhed doc- 
trines. In that caſe, a number of Difſent- 
ing Miniſters, who are zealous Calviniſts, 


may labour under ſimilar difficulties with 


thoſe perſons who now object to particu- 
lar parts of the preſent Articles. They 
may be obliged by law to ſubſcribe opi- 
nions which they. apprehend to be contra- 
ry to the truth of the Goſpel ; and, in or- 


der to obtain relief, may with for the aſſi- 


ſtance of their brethren” who are in diffe- 


rent ſentiments. However,: they have no 


reaſon to be afraid of retaliation; for all 


poſſible aid will, I doubt not, be granted . 


* upon the great principles which 
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unite the whole body of: the Differ 
tets *. 
It is in vain, dars to RES the 


removal of particular objections to the ex- 


tenſion of the Toleration Act, lince WE 
are told in general, that the nature and 
„ defign of civil ſociety are clearly A- 
* GAINST us.“ 
In anſwer to ſo bold and groundleſs a 
poſition, it is ſufficient to aſſert, that the 
nature and deſign of civil ſociety are clear- 
ly rox us: but if any clergyman be dif- 
poſed to reſt the cauſe on a fair, full, and 
diſtin& diſcuſſion of this point, ſome one 
or more of my brethren will, I doubt not, 
undertake it with pleaſure. Indeed, the 


Should the projected Reformation of the Church of 
England be carried into execution, among other difficul- 


ties attending the undertaking, one will undoubtedly be, 


how to ſettle the laws with reſpe& to Proteſtant Difſent- 


ing Miniſters. Muft they accommodate their con- 


ſciences to the fluctuations of the public opinion, and 


be obliged to ſubſcribe Articles different from, perhaps 


contrary to thoſe impoſed. upon them before ? or will 


they be entirely freed from the burden of human im- 


poſitions? I hope that it will not be found ſo eaſy to 
enact new penal ſtatutes in matters of _—_— as It hath | 
__ to refain the old ones. 


6 
farther conſideration of the queſtion is 
needleſs, becauſe it hath already been de- 
termined in the immortal writings of 
Locke, Hoadly, and other friends to ci- 


vil and feligious liberty. It is the end of 


every juſt and well formed ſyſtem of go- 
vernment to protect its ſubjects in the ex- 
erciſe of all their valuable rights, among 
which the right of worſhipping God ac- 


cording to the dictates of conſcience, is 
eſſential and unalienable *. To ſay, there» 


fore, that the nature and deſign of civil 
ſociety are elearly againſt repealing the 
penalties of the Toleration Act, ir 1T BE 


SAID WITH SINCERITY, Can only be the 


reſult of uncommon ignorance. | | 
In ſupport of a doctrine ſo contrary t to 
every principle of reaſon, religion, and 


ſound policy, it is alleged, that“ the 


: ſtate hath an e right to con- 


« „See this ſubject aiſcuſſed in a very FR en and 
maſterly manner, in a pamphlet lately publiſhed, called, 


An enquiry into the Principles of Toleration, &c. The 
unknown author is entitled not only to the thanks of the 3 


| Diſſenting Miniſters, but of the friends of religious li- 
berty in 1 for this ſcaſouabl- Publication. | 
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© trol overt acts, and that preaching 13 


« an overt act of ſome importance to the 
« ſtate.” But has the meaning of an overt 
act been attended to in this affertion ? 
According to the idea here given of it, it 
might be extended to almoſt every cir- 


eumſtance in human life. The tranſac- 


tions of individuals in their neareſt and 


deareſt private concerns, in the manage- 


ment of their affairs, the regulation of 
their families, the education of their 


children, and a thouſand particulars be- 


ſides, may be conſidered, in their ten- 
dencies and effects, as important to the 


eommunity. But are theſe to be con- 


trolled by penal laws? If they were, per- 


ſonal and domeſtic liberty and happineſs, 
on which public felicity is founded, 


would be totally deſtroyed, and, by con- 


ſequence, every thing which renders our 
preſent exiſtence delightful and valuable. 


The true and proper notion of an overt 
act is an act done with a malicious inten- 


tion, an act criminally injurious to the 
public, and which can be proved to be 


ſuch by Juſt and legal evidence. This I 
1 
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apptchend is the ſenſe of the word, as it 


decurs in law-books, and as it is uſed in 
judicial proceedings. In this ſenſe of the 
word, the civil magiſtrate hath not only 
an undoubted authority, but it is a prime 


part of his buſineſs, to control overt acts. 


Here may be drawn the line of Tolera- 
tion. Upon whatever religious princi- 
ples any man may ptetend to act, or 
whatever pleas of conſcience may be urg- 
ed by him, if he hurts his neighbour in 


perſon or property, if he diſturbs his fel- 


low-creatures in the exerciſe of their 
rights and privileges, he ought to be re- 

ſtrained and puniſhed. - This is the pre- 
ciſe point at which it becomes the duty 
of the ſtate to interfere; and if the ſtate 
ſhould interfere ſooner, and extend its ju- 


riſdiction to opinions, under the pretext of 
their evil tendency, it will be impoſſible 
to know where to ſtop. Speculations and 


fancies about the tendencies of opinions 
may be carried on to the entire deſtruc- 
tion of liberty, and the vindication of eve- 
ty ſpecies of tyranny and perſecution: An 


 over-zealous Arminian will be ready to 


= _ contend, 
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contend, that ſeveral doctrines are con- 
tained even in the Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Church of England, which are calcu- 
Jated to have a bad effect on the morals 
and happineſs of mankind. An over- 
zealous Calviniſt will as warmly plead, 
that the power aſcribed to man by ſome 
_ divines, and other tenets held by them, 
are extremely prejudicial to the intereſts 
of holineſs. Things of this kind, which 
have a ſtronger tincture of paſſion than of 
reaſon, are too apt to be thrown out on 
both ſides. - Accuſations of a fimilar na- 
ture might be produced againſt a variety 
of religious ſentiments, till, at length, 
not liberty only, but piety and charity, 
would be loſt in the conteſt. But I ſay 
the leſs on this ſubject, becauſe my inge- 
nious and valuable friend, Dr. Furneaux, 
who hath been particularly attacked up- 
on it, will do ample juſtice to himſelf, 
and to the cauſe he hath undertaken to 
„ 
Il ſhall leave it to the ſame gentleman BP 
'vindicate himſelf and the Proteſtant Diſ- 


' ſenters, with ſega” to what is alleged 
b againſt 


a * 
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againſt him and them, concerning the de- 
gn of appointing biſhops in America. 
The charge of holding intolerent prin- 
ciples upon this head is unjuſt and ill- 


grounded; for ſuch principles are diſ- 
claimed and abhorred by the whole body 
of Proteſtant Diſſenters. With reſpect 
to the American Epiſcopalians, if they aſk 


for a biſhop as a religious officer, to oR- 


DAIN, CONFIRM, and perform the other 


SPIRITUAL duties belonging to that cha- 
racter, they hava a right to be indulged in 
their requeſt; and to deny that they have 
ſuch a right, would be to contradict the 


fundamental principles of Toleration. If 
therefore, it ſhould be thought needful 
and adviſable to ſend biſhops to the co- 


lonies, who ſhall have no power or pre- 
. rogative, OF ANY KIND, that may be de- 
trimental to their fellow Chriſtians, and 
who ſhall only put the Epiſcopalians up- 
on a fair and equitable footing with o- 


ther ſets in matters of religion and con- 


| ſcience, ſuch an inſtitution ought not to 
be oppoſed, and will not, I am perſuaded, 


be es "yk the Difſenters 1 in England, 
th 3 n 
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Neither ought it to be objected to barely | 
on account of jealoufies and ſurmiſes, that 


it may be converted- to the prejudice of 
the liberty of others, provided a reaſon- 
able ſecurity be given that this ſhall not 


be the caſe. If the ſcheme hath any view 


to the obtaining for the Church of Eng- 


land ſuch an aſcendency and dominion in 


America as ſhall be injurious to the pri- 


vileges of other religious bodies already 


ſettled there, which I would by no means 


inſinuate, every friend to Chriſtian and 


Proteſtant liberty muſt condemn. it, and 
wiſh that it may not be carried into exe- 
cution. But this, I believe, is an affair 
which may ſafely be left to be adjuſted be- 


tween the government and the. coloniſts 
themſelves. Let me, however, be per- 


mitted to add, that if the Americans have 


_ entertained groundleſs prejudices on the 
ſubject, the conduct of the Engliſh bi- 


ſhops, with regard to the late bill, hath 


not been at all calculated to remove them. 


Having gone through the principal ob- 
jections to the MATTER of our applica- 
tion, will be e dn. to conſidet 


„„ £2 WW I . 
the MANNER in which it has been carried 4 
on; becauſe this, likewiſe, is arraigned as 
having been very improper and indefenſi- 
ble. Indeed, if our application to parlia- 
ment was in itſelf unreaſonable and inju- 
dicious, it is of little importance to en- 
quire how it was conducted, ſince, in ö 
that caſe, no prudence or delicacy of be- 
haviour ought to have been of any avail 
in our behalf. On the other hand, if our 
petition was, IN ITSELF, moſt juſtifiable 1 
and equitable, ſome little irregularities in 1 
the mode of urging it ought not to have I 
been converted to our prejudice. But let 
us ſce what were the improprieties which 
reflected a diſgrace on the MANNER of our 
nn Th | 
One accuſation is, that the committee. 
PERSONALLY applied to members of Par- 
liament in favour of the bill. It is true, 
chat they did ſo, and they were fully juſ- 
tified in ſuch a conduct. They had a right 
to repreſent their caſe to the perſons who 
would condeſcend to hear it. No undue 
influence was thereby exerted. They 
did not directly ſolicit any member's votet. 
a „VV 
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they did not attempt to move his paſſions, 


or wiſh him to act contrary to his judg- 
ment. They only begged, that noble- 


men and gentlemen would give their pre- 
ſence in the Houſe, and their attention to 


the ſubject. They only requeſted, that 
the Peers and Repreſentatives of the Peo- 


ple would afford their cauſe a fair and 


candid hearing, and at agreeably to what 


_ ſhould then appear to be juſt and equit- 


able. The committee were ready, like- 


wiſe, to anſwer, as far as lay in their 


power, any queſtions which were propoſ- 
ed to them, or to remove any difficulties 


that ſubſiſted in the minds of the great 
and reſpectable men on whom they had 


the honour of waiting. This is a part of 
our conduct, in which we cannot ſee the 


leaſt im propriety, and which we ſhall not 


heſitate to repeat on a future occaſion, = 
But we are told, that the Manner in 
which the Diſſenting Miniſters carried on 
their application to Parliament was, in 
another reſpect, fill more ſtrikingly inde- 


fenfible: © Letters were ſent from per- 
* ſons in the * to their repreſenta- 


ee. tives 


(1% 


« tives, earneſtly requeſting their votes.” 
How far votes were directly ſollicited I 


am not able: to ſay, not having ſeen any 


letters of that kind; but, with regard to 


the applying to members of Parliament, 


and even aſking their ſupport of the bill, 


I ſhall not ſcruple to aſſert, that they are 


capable of an entire juſtification. Who 


are the gentlemen with whom the Diſ- 


ſenters are uſually connected, and in 
whoſe favour they exert their influence at 


the time of an election? They are, un- 


doubtedly, ſuch gentlemen as are under- 


ſtood to be the friends of civil and reli- 
gious liberty. When, therefore, a queſ- 
tion aroſe of great importance to the 
rights of conſcience in general, and to the 


Nonconformiſts in particular, it was na- 


tural for Diſſenters, it was their duty, © 
apply to thoſe repreſentatives whom they 
believed to be friendly to their cauſe, 
and whoſe concurrence and aid they had 


* 


a title to ſolicit and expect. It might 
otherwiſe have been ſuggeſted, that they 


did not wiſh for an extenſion of the Act 
of Toleration. 
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I Will go farther, and fay, that thoſe 
members of Parliament who refuſed to 
aſſiſt us on the late occaſion ought” not 
to be encouraged by Diſſenters at any fu- 
ture election. The gentlemen who were 
averſe to our cauſe might be honeſt men, 
who acted under the direction of a miſ- 
guided conſcience. I have no doubt but 


that this was the caſe with regard to the 


molt zealous of our adverſaries in the 
Houſe of Commons: but thoſe gentle- 
men muſt excuſe me in ſaying, that they 


| - who can oppoſe the repeal of unjuſt and 


| inhuman penal ſtatutes muſt be be very 
” improper and inſufficient guardians of the 
public liberty, and eſpecially of the li- 
berties of the people who are affected by 
thoſe ſtatutes. For my own part, I have 
no hefitation in declaring, that I will 


us ow on any account, give my vote for a 


repreſentative | who. refuſes to concur in 
improving the Toleration Act; and 1 
think myſelf fully vindicable in this re- 
ſolution. A man of ſuch narrow princi- 
ples is not worthy to be truſted with 
the on of the privileges of a free: 
nation. 


( 17 ) 


ation. A. friend to intolerance, if he 


be ſuch from the dictates of his under- 

ſtanding, muſt be deſtitute of wiſdom; 
if he adopts the character from motives 
of intereſt or ambition, he muſt be deſ- 
titute of integrity and benevolence: and 


ſurely it muſt be juſtifiable to deny our 


encouragement to perſons who are defi- 


cient in ſuch important and eſſential 


qualifications for a ſeat in the Legiſla- 


ture, as wiſdom, n * bene; 


volence. 8 
In fact, the 3 Gs the im- 


propriety of applying to members of Par- ; 
liament is futile to the laſt degree. Such 


an application muſt be made, in caſes 
whether of a PARTIAL or a GENERAL 


: good. The preſent courſe of the world 


requires a conduct of this kind, and the 
moſt equitable buſineſs cannot otherwiſe 
be tranſacted. With regard to the Diſ- 

ſenting Committee, the liberty we took 


of perſonally. waiting upon noblemen 
and gentlemen, was not at the hazard of 
our INGENUOUS CHARACTERS. It was 
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and whincialed; becauſe . were not 
ſufficiently known, and becauſe they re- 
quired only to be explained, in order to 
ſet the reaſonableneſs of our petition in 
a clear and ftrikiog light. This, indeed, 
is the circumſtance which ſeems to have 
rendered our viſits to the members of 
Parliament particularly diſagreeable to the 
enemies of the bill. „ 

Harter LATERI=ARUNDO. = 
But as the wound is ſo flight, there is the 
leſs occaſion for ſo much offence as 
taken. 

After all, was there no W choral no 
power exerted on the other ſide of the 
'queſtion ? Is it true, that the Diſſenting 
Miniſters had nothing to contend with but 
the ARGUMENTS WHICH MIGHT OCCUR 
AGAINST THEM ? Would they. not, in 
this caſe, have thought themſelves en- 
gaged in a very favourable conteſt ? Were 
not the Biſhops able to apply to all ranks 
of men with a force which could not 
poſlibly be exerted on our part ? Could 
they not, by the advantage of their ſta» 


tion, have immediate recourſe to every 
temporal 
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temporal Lord ? Have they not an eaſy 


| acceſs to the higheſt perſonal authority i in 


the kingdom ? And did they really con- 


tinue totally inactive, truſting ſolely to 
the goodneſs of their cauſe? Did they 


not ſpeak to a ſingle Peer? Did they not 
go FarTHER? Was there not an in- 
fluence reaching upwards to the very 
SUMMIT or POWER? Can any man lay 
his hand upon his heart, and ſay, that 
it was the mere rectitude of continuing 


the penal laws againſt the Nonconfor- 


miſts which brought down the whole 


weight of government upon us in the 


Houſe of Lords? It is true, that we are 
ſimple men, ho are precluded, by our 


ſituation, from much knowledge of the 


world: but, ignorant as we are, this is 
one of the REDEN DA, which our faith 
is not able to digeſt. An inhabitant of 
the ULTIMA Tnurx, if he had but ſome 
times an opportunity of peruſing an Eng- 


liſh news- paper, would be incapable of 


believing, that a majority of Britiſh 


Peers, could, in the year 1772, be in- 


duced, by reaſon and argument ONLY, to 


vote 
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rote againſt the cebenfitns. of ſtatutes 


which are a reproach to Juſtice, to 18 


gion, and to humanity. 


As the Proteſtant Dilſciting Miniſters 


6g have conducted themſelves ſo imprudentiy 


in the late affair, they ate adviſed to re- 
turn quietly to their ſtudies and mini- 
ſterial labours. It is with pleaſure that 
they engage in the more immediate bu- 
ſineſs of their profeſſion, and they with 
to be drawn from it as little as poſſible. 
When, however, they are called out of 


the common line of duty on ſome great 


occaſion, intereſting to Chriſtianity and # 


| mankind, they think themſelves juſtified 


in ſtepping forth with alacrity into a wider 
field of action. But it is not their ambition 
to go farther out of their accuſtomed li- 
mits, or to continue longer in a ſituation 


which does not uſually belong to them, 
than neceſſity arid honour may demand. 


Let them be indulged in their petition 
for legal ſecurity and protection, and 
they will thankfully retire to their pri- 
vate employments. They do not deſire 
to be troubleſome to men of rank, or to 
| haunt | 


4 


| haunt the . of the great. If they 


could obtain a Toleration which 21 -- 


ſettled on the folid baſis of law, and 


not held by the precarious tenure! of con- 


nivance and compaſſion, they will have 
nothing more to aſk of the ſtate. 

This may ſerve as an anſwer. to thoſe 
perſons who imagine that the Diſſeating 


| Clergy had aims beyond the objects f 


their late application to Parliament. It 
is not true, that they had any farther 


deſighs. Their ſole views were to be de- 


livered from the burden of Subſcription, 


and to procure relief for Tutors and 


School-maſters. They had not the moſt 
diſtant thoughts of applying hereafter for 


privileges and benefits of a different na- 


regard to the honours and profits of the 


1 
r 


ture. The ſuppoſition that they were 


actuated by ambitious motives, is grounded 


on an ignorance of their characters and 


intentions. They were animated by no 


preſent world. Their ambition is to go 
on quietly and ſecurely in worſhipping 
God agreeably to the dictates of their 
conſcienees; and if they can be ſervice- 

able 
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able, by their labours or writin gs, to the 


cauſe of religion or literature, it is the | 
57 en glory to which they aſp ire 


The laſt inſtance of impropriety charg 


ed upon the Diſſenting Miniſters, is theit 


CHOICE -0F-- THE TIME IN WHICH Fax 
APPLICATION | To PARLIAMENT Was 
MADE. The TIME, however, is a cir- 


cumſtance, Which deſerves but little con- 
Hderation; when the thing ſolicited is a 
matter of right. In that eaſe, redreſs 

ought, in duty, to be granted at the in- 


ſtant i in which it is aſked; It never can be 
unſeaſonable to apply for that relief 


which is always effentially- right and fit 
to be granted. No time can be improper 
for expunging penal laws from the ſtatute 


book which are a diſgrace to legiſlation 
and to humanity. The only real objec- 


tion that can be urged againſt the Time 


of the late application is, that it was not 
made before; that laws have been fo 


long endured which are unjuſt and bar- 


barous, and the repeal of which ought to 


have taken place from the earlieſt period 


wherein it was ſeen that the execution of 
3 them 
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A contrary to every princi iple Wor- 


thy of men or of Chriſtianss. 

But it is ſaid, that the Church had © 
en been attacked by the Clergy's Peti- 
tion, by the Nullum Tempus Bill, and by 


the Quakers Bill. Without entering into 


theſe matters, it is ſufficient to aſk, what 
connection have they with the affair of 
the Diſſenters? The application of the 
Diſſenting Miniſters was, in no view, an 
act of hoſtility againſt the Church of Eng- 
land. She had, properly ſpeaking, no 


concern in the queſtion, nor could POS 


have been injured by its being determin 
ed in their favour. Was it an attack up- 
on the Church of England, to endeavour 
to free the Britiſh conſtitution of govern- 


ment from intolerant laws and a perſecut- 
ing ſpirit ? Was it an attack upon the 
Church of England, to ſolicit the remo- 
val of penalties which ſhe herſelf owns to 
be too ſevere and tyrannical to be inflict- 


ed? The very ſuppoſition is the ſevereſt 
reflection upon her that her moſt invete- 
rate enemies could ſuggeſt. Had the bi- 


aa been ſo happx as: to have ſeen the 
. Diſſent- 
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Diſſenting Clergy's application: | in a "99 
vourable light, they might have had the 
glory of giving a reputation to the religi- 
ous eſtabliſhment of this kingdom, whictr 
hath: not been obtained by any religious 
eſtabliſment in Chriſtendom. They 
might have wiped off the reproach of hav- 
ing it aſſerted, that Toleration is more 
perfect, and ſcriptural Chriſtianity upon 
a better footing in Turky than in any 
other country of Europe. They might 
have had the power of appealing to their 
enemies, and of affirming, that the Church 
of England had diſcovered ſuch a deciſive 
mark of her being a part of the true 
church of our bleſſed Saviour, as no Chri- 
ſtian, no Proteſtant nation beſides could 
afford. It would have been, as a great“ 
prelate hath forcibly expreſſed it, THs 
SEAL OF THE LIVING GOD UPON HER. 
With regard to the Time in general.of 
applying to Parliament. for an enlarge- 
ment of the Toleration AR, what can be 
a more proper one than the preſent? Are 
' we likely to have hereafter a more e juſt 


»Dr. Warburton. 
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or more gracious prince? Are we likely 
to find a milder or more liberal bench of 
Prelates? Are we likely to meet with a 
period, which, upon the whole, will be 
leſs favourable to perſecution ? Certainly, 
the preſent was the very ſeaſon in which 
the Diſſenting Miniſters might hope and 
expect to obtain a compliance with their 
reaſonable petition. It would be too late 
for them to aſk relief, ſhould evil days 
approach, and government become une- 
quitable and ungenerous. They gave the 
beſt proof of their good opinion of the 
ſtate, and of their good diſpoſition to- 
wards it, by making their application at 
this particular juncture; and, whatever 
narrow politicians may think, the admiſ- 
ſion of their claim would have been ho- 
nourable and advantageous to the public. 
The impropriety of the Time is the 
common topic of ſtateſmen and of church- 
men, when they are not diſpofed to grant 
a reaſonable requeſt : but it is unworthy: 
of being noticed by an ingenuous mind, eſ- 
pecially when the requeſt is founded on: 
0” * Prigeiples of truth and huma- 
| s „ nity. 
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; vity. A topic it is, heb hath ſo often 5 


been urged, and upon ſuch flimzy pre- 
tences, that it is become diſgraceful, and 
carries with it an idea of Nr and 

We after all 'the -bfintatidud "thrown 
out againſt the Diſſenting Miniſters ; af- 
ter all the objections to the MATTER, 
the MANNER, and the TIME of their late 
application ; after all the ſuggeſtions of 


their diſbelief of fundamental doctrines; 


after all the invidious hints at the danger- 


ous principles ſuppoſed to be held by 


them, it is acknowledged that they are 
very worthy men; and ſome of them, it 
is ſaid, if they were conformiſts to the 


eſtabliſhed church, would ADORN ANY 


STATION WHICH MIGHT FALL TO THEIR 
Lor. They cannot but be flattered, that 


| fo favourable an opinion ſhould at laſt be 


entertained of them: nor are they ſo in- 


ſenſible of the advantages of life, as not to 


think it deſirable to partake of the emo- 


luments of the national form Oo worſhip, 
provided they could do it conſiſtently with 


the preſervation of a good conſcience. 


But 


e 
But they muſt be permitted to y. that the 


Church hath not taken the bropet me- 


thod of inviting them into Ber com- 
munion. They are perſuaded, with the 


eminent biſhop Warburton, that fro reli- ; 
gious eſtabliſhment can be vindicated, but 


upon the footing of its being connected 


with an equal and an extenſive Toleration; * 


and while the religious eſtabliſhment of 
this country continues averſe to ſuch a 
Toleration, they are obliged, in. honour 
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and duty, to continue Nonconformiſts. 


S0 long as the Church of England be- 
trays. the very ſpirit of Popery, by con- 


rending for the ſubſiſtence of penal laws, 


in matters that relate only to conſcience, 
and the intereſts of another world; they 
imagine that they hear the voice of God 
ſpeaking to them i in his word; Come 
« out of her, my people.” i Whereas, if 
ſhe were willing to grant a free indulgence, - 


to all who differ from her, many Diſſent- 


ing miniſters might be diſpoſed to unite, 
with ber, when certain alterations are 
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in the modes and forms of her diſcipline 
and worſhip. 
The determined 3 ne the Bi- 


| ſhops to the requeſt of the Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenting Clergy affords room for many ob- 


ſervations. The, ſubject i is capable of be- 


ing conſidered in a variety of reſpects, 
Which would exhibit the conduct of their 
| lordſhips in a light diſagreeable and pain- 
ful to a candid and liberal mind; but I 
have no inclination to enlarge upon an 
ungrateful and invidious topic.  What- 


ever may be my ſentiments with regard 
to the part they acted in the late affair, 


I am not inſenſible that, in general, they 
are men of decent and amiable characters, 


and of ſoft and gentle manners. Some of 


| them are eminent for their. talents in bu- 


ſineſs: others of them are diſtinguiſhed 
ornaments of the republic of literature, 
and have done ſignal ſervice to the cauſe 
of Chriſtianity. I recollect that a Pearce, 


Aa Warburton, a Lowth,, a Law, a New- 


ton, and a Moſs, have a ſeat on the Epiſ- ; N 


copal Bench ; and I wiſh that all who 


have a feat on that bench may obtain a 
| | | reputa» 


e A 
reputation that ſhall be fixed on the moſt _ 
ſolid baſis. Should, therefore, a ſecond 
application be made to Parliament, 1 
hope that the venerable body of Prelates 
will candidly and impartially reconſider the 
matter. T hope that they will reconfider 
it, not upon the principles of a narrow 
and miſtaken policy, but in the grand 
points of view which alone are worthy * 
of their attention and their character. 
The queſtions with them ought to be, 
and, I truſt, will be, what are the dic- 
tates of true Chriſtianity on the ſubject; 
what are the demands of a juſt and' 
equitable Toleration'; and what are the 
directions of ſound - wiſdom. Their 
 Lordſhips, I flatter myſelf, will keep 
in mind the admirable words of the 
carl of Chatham, that, in this free 
* country, twenty benches of Biſhops . 
_ * ought not to ſet law and humanity at 
« yariance.” They will remember, I am 
perſuaded, that, in order to ſhew their real 
liberality of ſentiment, and their real aver- 
ſion to perſecution, it is not ſufficient for 


us to be told, as We often are, that they 
p are 
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are wild and tolerant in choie ſpirit and 


temper. , a Our Saviour, who knew the 
hearts of men, hath left another ctite- 


| | rion*from.. which to judge of their diſ- 
poſitions ; By their Fruits ye ſhall 
% know them,” f The Biſhops have not 


only a political, but, alſo, a CMRISTIAN 


character to maintain; and the CuR1- 
”$STIAN,, character is infinitely. the moſt. 
important. It is the, Chriſtian character 


alone which will be of any avail; at that 
ſolemn period when all human ſplendors 
ſhall ceaſe; and when the humble Non- 
conformiſt teacher and the exalted pre- 
late will be no otherwiſe diſtinguiſhed, 
than as they diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
upon earth, by their conſcientious ad- 
herence to truth and integrity. |... | 

Though the Proteſtant. Diſſenting Mi- 


8 l have been unſucceſsful in their 
endeavours to obtain a juſt enlargement of 


Chriſtian Toleration, they have na cauſe- 
to look back upon their conduct with 


diſapprobation or regret. On the con- 
trary, they have reaſon for ſelf- applauſe 


15 0 Fondation on-the Part they have 
| 8 acted. 


„„ 

ated. They have diſcharged that du- 
ty which they owed to themſelves, to 
their people, and to poſterity. They 
have entered their public proteſt againſt 
laws which are injurious to their juſt 
rights, as men and as Chriſtians. They 
have obtained the verdict of the Britiſh 
| Houſe of Commons in their favour. 
They have had the concurrence and ſup- 
port of the moſt honourable and illuf- 
trious characters in this country; and the 
general voice of the public hath approved 
of their proceedings. Their upright 
principles and views have been better 
known than they ever were before; and, 
with regard to the Diſſenting intereſt in 
particular, which they believe to be the 
intereſt of ſcriptural Chriſtianity and re- 
ligious liberty, it hath, perhaps, been 
more promoted by the denial, than it 
would have been by the grant of their 
petition. Perhaps, it has been of no diſ- 
ſervice to Chriſtianity, that ſhe has al- 
ways had the ſecular arm againſt her; 


and that ſhe has never yet been, I fay 
”_ * . 
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not eſtabljſhod, 
rated, in any country of Chriſtendom. - 
The providence, of God does not al- 


ways accompliſh its ends in the manner 


which may, appear the moſt natural or 
deſirable to weak and fallible men. The 
oppoſition that is made to the cauſe of 


truth and righteouſneſs i is often the very 
.circumſtance which renders it, in the iſ- 
ſue of things, more illuſtriouſly conſpi- 
cuous, and more completely victorious. 
Were flight conceſſions made as ſoon as 
aſked, mankind would much longer be 


contented with a partial and defective re- 


formation. But that timid and ſiniſter 


policy, which ſets itſelf againſt the ſmalleſt 
degree of alteration and improvement, 
defeats its own purpoſes. It occaſions. 
the ſpirit of enquiry to be puſhed much 


farther than was originally intended. This 
ſpirit gains ſtrength by. refiſtance, till, at 
length, it breaks through the barriers 
erected againſt it by bigotry, intolerance, 


and worldly cunning. The period 
will come, in which, penal ſtatutes, in 


matter * 


4 


7 


but even legally tole . 


. 
/ 
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matters that de ong to conſeience and to 


NN 1 be be „ Bi6ERA 
relate, In future ages, the learned labours 


and the eminent virtues of ſorr'e of the 


preſent bench of Biſhops, ſhe ill, at the 
ſame time, record it with ſyrprize and | 


ſhame, as a ſtrange inconfiltency with 
their great abilities, and an aſtoniſhing 


blot in their characters, that they were 
capable of pleading for the continuance 


of laws, which are repugnant to every 


dictate of wiſdom, every precept of ts 
Goſpel, and every ſentiment of humanity. 
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